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EAST TEXAS COMPANIES IN HOOD'S BRIGADE*
COLONEL HAROLD B. SIMPSON (RET.)

For the purposes of this presentation "East Texas" is generally defined as the area east of the Trinity River. Since that river does not always follow county lines, however, those counties such as Walker and
Liberty, which are traversed or dissected by the Trinity will be included
in the area under discussion.
Even with this narrow interpretation, East Texas counties contributed
fourteen companies-almost forty-five percent of the thirty-two companies
of Texans that were in this world famous Brigade. Most of these fourteen
companies were in the First Texas Infantry Regim"ent-ten of them to be
exact. The usual strength of a Confederate Regiment was ten companies;
however, the First Texas with twelve companies was one of the few over~
:!ltrength regiments in the Army of Northern Virginia. In addition to the
ten companies of the First Texas, there were two companies from east of
the Trinity in the Fourth Texas Infantry Regiment and two companies
in the remaining Texas Regiment of the Brigade, the "Bloody Fifth."
Three counties, Polk, Marion, and Anderson, each contributed two
companies to Hood's Texas Brigade, and Harrison, Tyler, Houston, San
Augustine, Trinity, Henderson, Liberty and Walker counties each contributed one company to the Brigade.
The initial strength of these fourteen companies from East Texas was
1,306 men. During the war 481 recruits were added to these companies,
bringing the total East Texas contribution to Lee's incomparable Army
of Northern Virginia to 1,787 men~a notable effort! Of this number 322
(or over seventeen per cent) were killed in battle or died from battle
wounds. Over nine per cent (186) died from sickness, thus giving the
East Texans a very respectable twenty-seven per cent fatality rate. Battle
casualty rate, it is assumed, includes the number of killed, wounded, missing and captured. Of the 1,787 men assigned to the fOUl'teen East Texas
companies, 679 (or thirty·six per cent) were wounded and 110 (or almost
six per cent) were either listed as missing or captured. Thus by adding
the number killed, 322, to these last two figul'es the figure 1,111 (or
fifty-nine per cent) is obtained as a sum of casualties for these companies.
These are indeed fearful losses and are worthy of explanation. Perhaps
they may be understood in the light of the heavy engagement of the Brigade in the affairs of Lee's famous forces, some account of which is given
herein.
Several of the boys from east of the Trinity just seemed naturally to
attract Yankee lead and steel. Pl'ivate Willis Watts, from Anderson
*This article in essence was presented as a paper at the October 10,
1964, meeting of the East Texas Historical Association. The editors wish
to go on record, however, that they will adhere in the future to articles
with regular footnotes. The author's bibliography, supporting this article,
is presented at the end of the paper.
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County, was wounded three times at the battle of Chickamauga and was
hit again for good luck at The Wilderness eight months later. Another
magnet for the Minie ball was Third Sergeant E. C. Powell from Marion
County who was wounded first at Malvern Hill, again at Antietam and
then three times at Chickamauga. Corporal W. E. Strother of San Augustine County had all ten of his toes shot off at The Wilderness, and Corporal R. H. Blalock, another San Augustine County boy, was the only
known member of Hood's Texas Brigade to be killed by a bayonet thrust.
Blalock suffered this dubious honor at Spotsylvania Court House during
May 1964.

East Texas companies which fought in Virginia traveled to the eastern
theater by various routes. All of those companies which later were assigned to the First Texas, except Company M of that regiment, "straggled"
to Richmond during May and June 1861. They were the first soldiers from
Texas to reach Virginia. Those companies that were fanned in the northern counties of East Texas marched to Jefferson in Marion County or to
Shreveport, Louisiana, then went down the Red River by boat to New
Orleans, and eventually to Richmond via the railroad. East Texas companies raised in counties south of Henderson County, and which were later
to become members of the First Texas, marched to Alexandria, Louisiana
where they took the boat to New Orleans from whence they "journeyed" to
Richmond over the jumping strap iron. Company M, the twelfth and last
East Texas company to join the First Texas, was not organized until the
spring of 1862 and then joined the First Texas from Trinity County in
August 1862, just prior to the Second Battle of Manassas. The other two
Texas regiments in the Brigade, the Fourth and Fifth Texas, as stated.
previously, included two companies each from East Texas. These two
regiments marched, boated and railroaded from their rendezvous camp at
Harrisburg near Houston, across lower Louisiana to New Orleans during
August 1861. Then like the other East Texas companies before them
they traveled by rail to Confederate camps near Richmond.

These companies from East Texas destined to be part of Hood's Brigade
had in most cases been formed in early 1861 as drill or local defense units
in their respective communities. Upon formation they adopted local designations or nicknames designed to popularize Texas heroes, sing the
praises of their local communities or strike fear in the hearts of their
enemies. Thus we find these companies bearing such names as The Marion Rifles, The Marshall Guards, The Reagan Guards, The Crockett Southrons. The Texas Invincibles and The Sumter Light Infantry. One local
company poet was so impressed and inspired with the various nicknames
adopted by those companies assigned to Hood's Brigade that he incorporated them into the following song/poem entitled, "The Bayou City Guard's
Dixie":
Our country calls for volunteers,
And Texas boys reply with cheersThe "Henderson Guards" and "Leon Hunters,"
Friends in peace-in war like panthers.
The "Tom Green Rifles" and "Lone Star Guards"
In a cause that is just, nothing retards:
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The llEcho Company" and the brave "Five Shooters,"
Will deal out death to all free booters.
The northern vandals will learn to their sorrow,
Of the "Porter Guards" and the "Rifles of Navarro"The "Mustang Grays" 0, they never fight for bounty,
Nor do the other grays-those from Milam County.
The HLiberty Invineibles" and HHardeman Texans"
Can whallop ten to one, whether Yanks or Mexicans;
From the IIWaverly Confederates" and the "Dixie Blues"
And the "Bayou City Guards" you can expect good news.
Once those companies arrived in Virginia and were fanned into regiments their fancy hometown names were exchanged for drab, alphabetical
army designations; thus, the gallant 14Texas Polk Rifles" became plain
Company K, of the Fifth Texas Volunteer Infantry Regiment, and by this
homey designation it was known throughout the war. All othe other
companies made the same unromantic transition.
ERs"" Texans in Hood's Brigade provided some interesting studies in
human relations, genealogy, and battlefield behavior. The Marshall Re·
publican of July 30, 1862, reported that John Lloyd, elected an Ensign or
Second Lieutenant of Company E of the First Texas before it left Harrison County, borrowed heavily from company members on the march
through Louisiana and also swindled some of his comrades in various ways
before deserting at New Orleans. The Marshall Republican wrathfully
referred to this wayward son as "The Wretch"!
Ike Battise, an AlabamawCoushatta Indian, was a member of Company
B, the Polk County Company of the First Texas, and the only known Indian in the Texas Brigade. Ike was a. good soldier j like others after him
he could stand small arms fire but had a mortal dread of those screaming
artillery shells which seemed to squeal out a question as they passed over,
{·Where you, where you 1" Ike often told his comrades, uYankee shoot
little gun, me kill 'em. Yankee shoot big gun, me run." Sure enough he
was true to his promise for at Eltham's Landing (May 7, 1862) when the
Yankee gunboats started to shell the First Texas and a shell burst over
Company B, Ike fled the battlefield and was never seen aagin. He was
officially discharged thirteen days after this incident and dropped from
the rolls.
Some of the East Texans carried unusual and interesting names with
them into the Brigade. Argylle Campbell, for example, Third Corporal of
Company A of the First Texas, sounds as Scottish as "Bobby Burns." The
First Sergeant of the Marion County Company of the First Texas was
Winkfield Shropshire; a private in this same company was named John
Drumgoole. Company F of the First Texas from Tyler County had the
three Chance brothers ~ Doc, Zeke, and Dan. The "Reagan Guards," one
of the two Anderson County Companies of the First Texas, featured three
privates, Smith Bottoms, Jasper Stalcup, and Elbert E. Pugh. Company
H of the same regiment, the other Anderson County contingent, listed on
its muster roll Romulus T. Rhome, George Washington Culpepper and two
evident Teutons, Johan Steincipher and Ignatz Honingsburger. Company
M of the First Texas, raised in Trinity County, boasted such names as
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Reason Hutto, Bolewar J. Capps, J. Pink O'Rear, and three privates whose
names sound like a Damon Runyon script: "Button" Evans, UMutt" Morgan, and U Shady" Roach.
An interesting member of the company from Houston County was First
Sergeant Russell C. Mitchell. He was the grandfather of Margaret Mitch~
ell, the authoress of the all-time book and box office smash, Gone. With the
Wind. Mitchell was wounded at Antietam, reduced to the ranks for inefficiency during February 1863, and then detailed to a hospital in Atlanta.
It was his first hand, vivid accounts of the evacuation of Atlanta and his
familiarity with wartime conditions in that beleaguered city that induced
his granddaughter to write her famous Civil War novel.
Toward the end of the war when the Brigade was down to less than
six hundred effectives many of the East Texas companies were reduced
to a handful of gaunt scarecrows. Company B of the First Texas from
Polk County reported but one private, G. A. Walker, present for duty on
the muster roll dated April 20, 1864. This company had a top strength of
over 100 at one time. Company F of the same regiment from Tyler County,
boasting of a top strentgh of 122 in the spring of 1862, wa. reduced to
but seven effectives in November of 1864. This same company had no
officer present for duty from February to August of that year. At Appomattox the fourteen companies from East Texas could muster only 194
officers and men, a mere ten per cent of the number enrolled and mustered
during the war. Company K of the First Texas from San Augustine
County claimed at the end of the war that all of the 139 men who had
been mustered into the company had been either killed in battle, had died
from sickness, had been wounded, or had been discharged for disability.
Polk County advertised that it furnished more troops to the Confederacy
than it had voters. The county had 600 registered voters in 1860 and furnished 900 men for the army. About 300 of these were in Hood's Texas
Brigade.
Almost all of the East Texas counties appropriated special war funds
to clothe and arm their young men before sending them to the front.
However, many of the companies, especially those going to Virginia, were
up and away so fast that they were caught in the usual lag between the
appropriation and the procurement, and were generally either poorly armed
or clothed-many times both. I have special reference to the case of
companies G and K of the First Texas. Company G from Anderson County
must have presented a ludicrous sight as the boys marched away from
Palestine decked out in dark blue uniforms adorned with "bright red
stripes"-a concoction that could only have resulted from combined efforts
of the local Ladies Aid Society and the Busy Bee Sewing Circle. On the
other hand, the troops from San Augustine County bound for Virginia,
the "Texas Invincibles," were appropriately clothed in "good grey wool
with blue collars and cuffs" but carried a conglomeration of firearms that
would have to be seen to be believed. Sergeant O. T. Hanks of the "Invincibles" reported that the company was armed with double barreled
shotguns of many makes and assorted gauges, squirrel rifles of all calibers
-many homemade, Mississippi rifles and old army muskets from previous
wars that had rusted above the fireplaces for years. For bayonets the
San Augustinians mounted a vicious .butcher knife affair that had been
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hammered out of files by the local blacksmiths. Fortunately all of the
East Texas companies except Company M of the First Texas, passed
through New Orleans on the way to Richmond and were properly unifonned and armed from the Confederate arsenals and depots there.
From these statistics, facts and incidents it can be readily seen that
the East Texas companies probably played a significant role in the great
success achieved by Lee's Grenadier Guard-Hood's Texas Brigade. To
appreciate fully, however, the contribution made by the boys east of the
Trinity to the Confederate effort in the East it is essential that some of
the detail of the part played by Hood's Texas Brigade in the war be known
and understood.

*

*

*

*

*

Hood's Texas Brigade, as the name implies, was composed primarily
of Texans-the First, Fourth and Fifth Texas Volunteer Infantry Regiments, but did include at various times' during the war, a regiment of
Georgians (the Eighteenth), a regiment of Arkansans (the Third) and a
regiment of South Carolinians (Hampton's Legion). Up to and including
the Battle of Gettysburg this famed Brigade was supported by a hot-firing
North Carolina battery of six guns commanded by a rotund Irishman,
named Captain James Reilly.
During my research I have found over thirty songs and poems dedi-eated to the exploits of this Brigade. I personally know of no other military unit that has been so profusely honored by the poet and the song
writer. I think that the one verse in all of these poems and songs that
most typifies the role that the Brigade played in the war, is the one that
goes like this:
We led the charge on many a field,
Were first in many a fray,
And turned the bloody battle tide,
On many a gloomy day.
Of all the military units that Texas contributed to the Confederate
cause, no other held as high a place in the hearts of the Texans as did this
Brigade. Four reasons possibly can be given for this. First, the thirtytwo Texas companies that were in the Brigade were recruited from twenty.six different counties-thus representing a great many Lone Star communities; hence, interest in this military unit was state-wide. Second,
these soldiers were the only Texans who fought in the .Army of Northern
Virginia under the indomitable Robert E. Lee-a legendary army under
a legendary leader. Third, Hood's Texas Brigade compiled a fantastic
war record-successes that were accomplished under the most adverse
-eonditions-so, to the Texans back home, every man in this Brigade was
a hero. And fourth, the Brigade was made up entirely of vounteers. It
included the first men in their respective communities to volunteer for
duty in an active theater, and these were the first Texas troops to reach
a major theater of operations. Naturally, the consequence was the great
esteem with which this fighting unit was regarded in the Lone Star State
and in the South.
The Texas Brigade was formally organized on or about November 1,
1861, at Dumfries, Virginia, near the present site of the famous Quantico
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Marine Base. Soon after this date, the Eighteenth Georgia Volunteer
Infantry Regiment joined the three Texas regiments to complete the Brigade organization. The Eighteenth Georitia fought with the Texas Brigade through the bitter battles of tne summer of 1862 but was transferred
to a Georgia Brigade (Cobb's) during the reorganization of Lee's anny
the latter part of that year. The eight infantry companies of Hampton's
South Carolina legion were assigned to the Texas Brigade after the Battle
of Seven Pines on June 1, 1862. Like the Eighteenth Georgia, Hampton's
Legion fought with the Texans through the bloody summer of 1862, and
when the army was reorganized, the Legion was placed with a South
Carolina Brigade (Jenkins'). Thus Hood's Texas Brigade in the fall of
1862 was left with but three t'egiments, one short of authorized brigade
strength. This situation was soon rectified, however, when the lone
I'Porker" Regiment now fighting in the Eastern Theater, the Third Arkansas, was assigned to the Texas Brigade. The Third Arkansas plus the
three Texas regiments would remain brigaded together until the final
curtain at Appomattox.
How good was the Texas Brigade? An evaluation of their service to
Lee and the Confederacy and its efficiency as a combat unit has been reeorded for posterity by both contemporary observers and writers and
present day writers.

In a letter to Senator Wigfall of Texas, following the Battle of Antietam, Lee wrote:
I have not heard from you with regard to the new Texas regiments which you promised to raise for the anny. I need them very
much. I rely upon those we have in all our tight places and fear
I have to call upon them too often. They have fought grandly
and nobly and we must have more of them. With a few more
regiments such as Hood has now, as an example of daring and
bravery, I would feel more confident of the coming campaigns.

On still another occasion the great Southern leader had an opportunity
to praise the Texans. While reviewing his army in the presence of Col.
Wolseley, an observer from the British Anny, who chanced to remark how
t'agged were seats of the pants of the Texas Brigade, Lee quickly retorted,
"Never mind their raggedness, Colonel, the enemy never sees the backs of
my Texans." Lee was impressed with the fighting ability of "his Texans,"
as he often referred to them.
John H. Reagan, a man greatly esteemed throughout the South, who
served as Postmaster-General of the Confederacy and after the war as a
legislator and senator from Texas and finally as the state's railroad com·
missioner, was generous with his praise for the Texas Brigade. Said
Reagan, III would rather have been able to say that I had been a worthy
member of Hood's Texas Brigade than to have enjoyed all of the honors
which have been conferred upon me. I doubt if there has ever been a
Brigade or other military organization in the history of the world, that
equalled it in the heroic valor and self-sacrificing of its members and in
the brilliancy of its services."
John Bell Hood, the eighth and last Confederate general to be promoted
to four-star rank, and who commanded the Brigade for some six months,
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was profuse in his praise for his old command. In writing his memoirs
after the war, Hood remarked, Il[l]n almost every battle in Virginia, it [the
Brigade] bore a conspicuous part. . . . [Ilf a ditch was to be leaped or a
fortified position to be carried, General Lee knew no better troops upon
which to rely. In truth, its signal achievements in the War of Secession
have never been surpassd in the history of nations."
Modern writers such as Bruce Catton, Ben Ames Williams, and Douglas
Southall Freeman, after almost a hundred years in retrospect, have echoed
these same sentiments. Catton recently referred to the Texas Brigade as
"The Grenadier Guard of the Confederacy" and said that the troops of
Hood's division were considered to be the uhardest fighters in all of Lee's
army." Williams called the Texas Brigade the Ugreatest single fighting
unit in Lee's army," and Freeman, the dean of Confederate historians, remarked that the Brigade contained, "man for man, perhaps the best combat troops in the army."
The combat record of the Brigade was one of the best, if not the best,
for any like unit during the war. As one member of the Brigade quipped
toward the end of the conflict, U[Tlhe break-through at Gaines' Mill nearly
exhausted [us] to achieve and [the reputation as fighters thus gained]
nearly finished [us] to maintain."
The Brigade was present at thirty-eight engagements during the period
from Eltham's Landing, April 7, 1862, to Appomattox Court House, April
9, 1865, and which ranged in intensity from the two casualties at Rice's
Depot (April 6, 1865) to the 638 casualties at Second Manassas (August
29-30, 1862).
Not included in this figure of thirty-eight were the Roasting Ears
Fight on August 23, 1862, and the Great Snowball Fight that took place
January 9, 1863. In the former scrap the Texans and Yanks bombarded
each other with ears of corn in the midst of a hundred-acre cornfield in
a fight for food. In the second hassle the Texas Brigade started a snowball fight that eventually involved almost 15,000 "rebel yelling" Confederates and had the Federals across the Rappahannock saddling up awaiting what appeared to be a Confederate attack on their position.
The Brigade participated in six of the greatest battles of the war, and
in these six battles sustained estimated total casualties (killed, wounded,
captured, and missing) of 3,470. A breakdown of this casualty figure
shows the loss at Gaines' Mill to be 623, Second Manassas-638, Antietam519, Gettysburg-597, Chickamauga-570, and The Wilderness-523. I
have termed the period from June 27 to September 17, 1862, as the II Eightythree Bloody Days." In this short span of time during the summer of
1862 the Brigade fought in three major battles (Gaines' Mill, Second Manassas, and Antietam) and suffered an estimated 1,780 casualties.
strengthwise the Brigade was never to recover fully from this early bloodletting.
At the Battle of Antietam (the costliest one day of fighting for Americans in modern warfare) the First Texas Infantry Regiment suffered
the greatest casualty rate of any regiment, North or South, for a single
day's action during the war. Over eighty-two per cent of its men on September 17, 1862, were either killed, wounded, captured or missing-most
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the casualties being sustained within a one-hour period. At this same
engagement, the Texas Brigade, as a whole, suffered over sixty-four per
cent casualties, which was the third highest casualty rate for any brigade,
:North or South, for a single day!s action during the war.
Besides the hell of shot and shell that rained on the Brigade, its members were exposed to the rigors of long marches and inclement and intense
weather during their numerous campaigns. The East Tennessee Campaign
conducted during the winter of 1863-64 was a particularly trying one. The
t.emperature was often freezing with snow on the ground, and while onew
fourth of the men were actually without shoes, all had to be content with
tattered uniforms, threadbare blankets and rancid rations, if any at all.
Wherever they marched the jagged ice and frozen roads cut their feet and
gave the snow a crimson hue. During the march from Texas to New
Orleans in the summer of 1861, the companies of the Fourth and Fifth
Texas had to wade through the swamps and mud of lower Louisiana during
the rainy season and combat alligators, snakes and swarms of mosquitoes
in the process.
While the members of Hood's Brigade amassed an enviable record on
the battlefield they also gained the reputation of being the best foragers
in the Army of Northern Virginia. Foraging, which abounds in wartime,
is a time-honored practice for armies in the field. Foraging is the polite
military term which embraces such disreputable civilian practices as:
rustling, shoplifting, smuggling and stealing, filching and fleecing, and
pillaging, plundering, poaching and " pinching"-as our English cousins
call it. Foraging is often spoken of as Hmoonlight requisitioning" but it
was carried out during daylight hours as well.
The deftness of Hood's Texans in raiding barnyards and chicken coops,
in particular, was recognized by the Confederate High Command. It was
either General Longstreet or General Dick Anderson who, when asked by
a London Times reporter what kind of fighters the Texans in Hood's Brigade were, replied, "The Texas boys are great fighters-none better. But
they are purely hell on chickens and shoats." Robert E. Lee, one evening
after Fredericksburg, remarked in Hood's presence that he was alarmed
at the depredations committed on the local farmers by the Army of Northern Virginia. Hood, no doubt with tongue in cheek, immediately protested
the innocence of his men to such delinquencies. Lee, with a twinkle in
his eye, turned toward Hood and remarked, II Ah, General Hood, when you
Texans come about the chickens have to roost mighty high."
Many stories abound of the ingeniOUs attempts made by the Texans to
replace their ragged raiment and their crushed chapeaus, and to augment
their poor rations at the expense of local civilians North and South. In
most instances the boys from the Lone Star State were eminently successful in their endeavors and thus deserved the reputation that they enjoyed
in this area of military pursuit. If something moved, had recently moved,
or looked like it was going to move, it was fair game for the Texans.
Surely the anonymous lyricist who composed the following parody of
"Maryland, My Maryland" had Hood's Texans in mind when he wrote:
tlf

Hark! I hear a rooster squall j
The vandal takes it hen and all,
And makes the boys and women bawl,
Here's your mule, 0 here's your mule.
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Besides being great combat troops and· successful foragers, Hood's
Texans had a fine sense of humor, a trait which helped to make bearable
the hard life of soldiering. The following incident I think well illustrates
this trait: On June 27, 1863, on their way to the Battle of Gettysburg
the Texans passed through Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. The fair sex
of the town lined the streets, hanging over the front~yard fences, talking
back and forth hurling taunts and jibes at the ragged Rebel Anny as it
tramped through. Many of the women had miniature United States flags
pinned to their dresses and others were waving small flags. One particularly well~proportioned female standing in the front door of her home
had draped a large American flag across her bulging bosom. Thus she
stood at attention with contempt written on her face as Lee's Anny passed
by. As the Texans marched by, one of them, noting the magnificent matron, said in a solemn voice, raised above the noise of shuffling feet, "Take
care, madam, for Hood's boys are great at storming breastworks-particularly when the Yankee colors is on them." Needless to say, perhaps, the
tuxum beauty made a bashful retreat.
It has been estimated that some 4,500 men fought under the shredded
battle flags of the three Texas regiments of the Brigade. At Appomattox,
after almost four years of arduous service, only 476 or a little over ten
per cent of the soldiers were left to surrender. Bullets and disease had
killed hundreds, and hundreds more had been invalided home from crippling wounds or prolonged sieges of sickness.
After Appomattox, the veterans of Hood's Brigade straggled back to
Texas-some individually, others in small groups and still others in large
parties. They walked, they went by boat and they rode the rails back to
the Lone Star State, each eager to see his family and again take up his
interrupted civilian pursuit. However, the comradeship that had been
forged on the anvil of battle and bivouac was not long in reasserting itself.
In 1872, some sixty-six members of the famed Brigade met at the
old Hutchins' House in Houston to organize Hood's Texas Brigade Association. This association was one of the strongest and most active veteran's groups to be formed after the Civil War. It met in regular annual
reunions for sixty-two years (through 1933) with the exception of the
years 1899 and 1918-the two war years. June 27 was the date selected
for the annual reunions of the Association as this was the anniversary of
the Brigade's great breakthrough at Gaines' Mill-its first big victory in
the war! Lt.-Col. C. M. Winkler served as the first president of the Association but General J. B. Robertson filled that office the greatest number
of times---eleven.
Communities in Central and East Texas vied with each other to host
these annual meetings of the old soldiers. Twenty-nine different Texas
towns and cities during the association's sixty-two years of existence
shared in this hosting honor. In East Texas reunions were held in Huntsville, Palestine, Jacksonville and Dallas twice, and in Crockett, Livingston,
Rusk, Jefferson and Alto once. Commencing in 1919 and every year
thereafter until the last reunion in 1933, Hood's veterans met in Bryan,
Texas, which has termeditselfi and rightfUlly so, the ULast HomE": of Hood's
Texas Brigade."
It was customary for governors, .senators, and generals to attend the
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annual reunions of the Brigade Association and pay homage to those veterans in gray, who, for four long years, had excited the imagination of
the entire world with their dash, devotion and determination.
John H. Roberts of Company E of the Fifth Texas was the last known
survivor of Hood's Texas Brigade.'" Roberts, a nonagenarian, passed away
at his home in Arcadia, Texas, on March 10, 1934.

With the death of John Roberts the last tattoo for Hood's Texas Brigade
was sounded; an era in Confederate and Texas history ended, and another
Brigade of the Army of Northern Virginia was dropped from the muster
rolls of veterans.
The muffled drums sad roll has beat
The soldier's last tattoo;
No more on life's parade shall meet
That brave and fallen few.
On fame's eternal camping ground
Their silent tents are spread
And glory guards with solenm sound
The bivouac of the dead.
Whether acting in the capacity of scouts, skirmishers, sharpshooters
or line-of-battle fighters, the soldiers of Hood's Texas Brigade had few, if
any, equals in the annals of American fighting men from the Battle of
Bunker Hill to the Battle of the Bulge. This unit was a credit to its
American heritage, a credit to the famous army in which it fought and a
credit to the state which it represented. East Texans may well be proud
of the gallant part taken by their representatives in this famous organization.

*The editors believe it necessary to remind readers that Walter W. Williams, who died December 19, 1959, claimed to have served with Hood's
llrigade.

East Texas Companies in Hoods' Texas Brigade

(Area East of Trinity River and counties Bisected by Trinity River)
Local

Regt.

Designation

Co.

County

Pmnt of
Rendezvous

First Tex

Marion Rifles or
Texas Volunteers
Livingston Guards
Star Rifles
Marshall Guards
Woodville Rifles
Anderson County Guards
Or Reagan Guards
Texas Guards
Crockett Southrons
Texas Invincibles

A

Marion

Jefferson

H. H. Black

B
D
E

Polk
Marion
Harrison
Tyler
Anderson

Livingston
Jefferson
Marshall
Woodville
Palestine

D.
A.
F.
P.
J.

Fourth Tex

Fifth Tex

Sumter Light Infantry
or Silver Grays
Porter Guards

F
G

Original
Captain

D.
J.
S.
A.
R.

Moore
Clopton
Bass
Work
Woodward

'"
~

~

'"'l
~

8

~

~

H
I
K

M
H

Sandy Point
K
Mounted Rifles
(No local designation)
H
Polk County Flying
K
Al"lil1ery & Texas Polk Rifles

Anderson
Houston
San Augustine (also
Sabine, Nacogdoches,
Newton, & Harrison)
Trinity

Palestine
Crockett
San Augustine

A. T. Rainey
D. E. Currie
B. F. Benton

Sumter

H. Hallenger

Walker (also Grimes

Huntsville

P. P. Porter

Henderson

Athens

W. H. Martin

Llb€l"ly (also Polk)
Polk

Lib€l"ly
Livingston

J. C. Cleveland
Ike. N. M. Turner

~

~.

~

0

~.
~

~

...~

i

& Montgomery)

Note: Average fatality rate and average battle casualty rate for the 10 Co's of the First Texas was projected against the
total strength of the Fourth and Fifth Texas Companies to arrive at their respective rates.

...
'"
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Regt.leo.
First Tex
Co A

Initial
Total
Strength Strength Desertions

100

134

4

Losses & Casualties
Killed
Died Wounded Missing
29

6

43

(26.1)

Co B

80

104

0

25

2

38

(26.0)

Co D

116

137

14

78

124

11

24

8

47

59

122

3

15

8

40

19

24

91

162

28

45

93

168

20

20

24

103

160

11

(61.0)

31
27

7

58

19

52

(28.8)

Co K

112

139

16

17

11

64

(22.7)

CG I

7
(62.0)

(27.2)

Co H

9
(53.0 )

(36.1)

Co G

7
(57.0)

(19.0)

Co F

4
(64.0)

(24.1)

Co E

6
(58.0)

14
(61.25)
7
( 53.8)

8
(18.0)

14
(61.25)
48
9
(51.3)
(60.2)'

58

Co M

115

135

15

20

40
(39.3)
(27.2) ,

Fourth Tex
Co H
Co K

103
72

141
103

9
16

24
18

14
10

52
38

8
6

Fifth Tex
Co H
Co K

83
101

123
135

25
22

21
23

12
13

46
50

7
7

1306

1887

322

186
(26.9)'

679

116
(58.9) ,

Total

194
(10%)

lAverage for all Co's First Texas
2Average fatality rate, battle plus sickness
3Average casualty rate, battle only
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THE TEXAS·CHEROKEE WAR OF 1839
MABILYN McADAMl! SIBLE£

Against the broad background of American history, the Texas-Cherokee
war is only one of many actions by which the Indian was driven from the
land by the white man. The Cherokees have commanded more than the

Indian's usual share of sympathy, however, because of several unusual
circumstances. They were not on their native hunting grounds, but-like
most Texans--were immigrants from the United States. They were semicivilized and had made repeated efforts to secure legal title to their lands.
Furthermore, they claimed as a kinsman Sam Houston, the great war hero
of their antagonists, and it is largely through his eyes that they are viewed
by history. The brief military action in the summer of 1839 contrasts
Houston's Indian policy sharply with that of Lamar, his successor. One
of its interesting aspects is the light it sheds on Houston's enigmatic
character and his curious loyalties to three nations.
When Mirabeau B. Lamar succeeded Houston to the Presidency of
Texas in December 1838, he found the young Republic in a precarious sit-uation. To the south lay a menacing Mexico; to the west were the savage
Plains Indians; and on the northeast the Indian tribes which the United
States had removed from the Southern states overflowed into Texas Bnd
kept the border in a state of alarm. 1 The entire defense problem wal
complicated by the Cherokees and theirtrallied tribes 2 who. occupied an area
in East Texas which was bordered on the east by ('fie Angelina River, on
the west by the Neches River, on the south by the San Antonio road, and
on the north by the Sabine River. The intentions of the Cherokees toward
the Texas Republic were a question mark in the mid-1830's and remain a
question mark to the present time. From the fall of 1835, however, Texans
were haunted by the fear that the Cherokees and their allied tribes would
join a league of Mexicans, Plains Indians, and United States Indians
against the Republic. That fear persisted through the revolution, was
intensified by the Cordova Rebellion of 1888, and finally culminated in the
expulsion of the Cherokees in 1839.
The Cherokees in Texas were descended from a faction of Cherokees
which broke away from the old Cherokee Nation in the latter part of the
eighteenth century. This branch had objected to the encroachment of
Anglo-Americans on Cherokee lands in the southern United States and
removed first to the White River and later to the Arkansas River. AI
Anglo-American settlement increased in the East, other dissatisfied Cherokees joined the branch in the West until by 1819 there were about six
thousand of them west of the Mississippi. 3
In the winter of 1819 1820 J Chief Richard Fields led ahout sixty warriors and a corresponding number of women and children into Texas where
Fields in the name of the tribe laid claim to all the territory north of the
San Antonio road between the Trinity and Sabine rivers. East Texas had
few inhabitants at that time, and Fields invited other members of the
tribe and various friendly tribes to settle in his area. Profiting from the
M
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tribes' previous experience, he immediately began trying to obtain title to
the land from the Spanish government. Apparently he obtained some kind
of promise to land, but the Mexican Revolution against Spain intervened
before the claim was verified. Fields renewed his efforts to obtain title
with the Mexican government. Again he apparently believed that he had
received a promise to the land the tribe occupied, but he did not receive
legal title.
Nevertheless, Fields assumed broad powers. He acknowledged alle~
giance to Mexico but insisted upon the Cherokees' independence of local
authorities. In 1826, partIy due to Fields' influence and partly due to con~
ditions in the United States, there was a sharp increase in Indian immigration from the United States into East Texas. At the same time the
white population showed a similar increase, and the whites began tQ en~
croach on the land the Indians claimed. Fields, angry at Mexican procrastination in issuing land titles to the tribe, joined in the Fredonian Re~
bellion of 1827. His tribesmen did not follow him. After the rebellion failed,
they put him to death and made Bowles their military ohief. 4
Bowles renewed negotiations with the Mexican government for land,
and by 1831 the Mexican general government was so alarmed by the
United States threat to Texas that it looked favorably upon an Indian
buffer state in northeast Texas. The commandant general of the Interior
Provinces directed that the Cherokees be given title to the land they occupied. The political chief at Bexar objected that the Indians were unable
to pay the necessary commissioner and surveyor fees; nevertheless, the
governor of Coahuila and Texas ordered that the families of the Cherokee
tribe be put into individual possession of their lands. Again revolution
intervened before the titles were issued. At the establishment of the Texas
Republic the Cherokees did not have legal title, and their claims had been
infringed upon by several empresarios, including David G. Burnet, who
had issued grants and made surveys in the area.~
Because of widely conflicting estimates, it is impossible to determine
with any degree of accuracy the number of Cherokees in Texas in the mid1830's. The Standing Committee of Indian Affairs of the Texas Senate
estimated on October 12, 1837, that there were two hundred and twenty
Cherokees in northeast Texas, a puzzling estimate that suggests a clerical
error. Houston estimated in 1836 that there were one thousand warriors.
Henry M. Morfit in his report to Andrew Jackson in the summer of 1836
set the figure at about two thousand warriors. 6
On the eve of the Texas Revolution the Anglo-American settlers be~
came apprehensive that the Cherokees and their associated tribes would
assist the Mexicans. The Indians and Mexicans had no real affection for
one another, but they shared a common hostility toward the United States,
and both were violently opposed to the annexation of Texas by the United
States. To counteract the possibility of joint Indian-Mexican action, the
Consultation on November 13, 1835, adopted a motion made by Sam Houston which guaranteed the Indians the right to their lands. Later, on De~
cember 28, the Provisional Government appointed Houston, John Forbes,
and John Cameron as Indian commissioners. They were instructed to
"pursue a course of justice and equity toward the Indians" and "to secure
their effective cooperation."
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Cameron declined to serve as commissioner, but on February 23, 1836,
Houston and Forbes concluded a treaty with the Cherokees which in effect
perpetuated the semi-independent Indian nation in Texas which Fields had
established. The Indians were to be governed by their own laws insofar
as those laws did not conflict with the laws of Texas; The government of
Texas had power to regulate trade between the Indians and others but
no power to levy a tax on the trade of the Indians. Property stolen from
~ettlers or from Indians was to be restored to the injured party, and the
offenders were to be punished by the party to which they belonged. The
Indians were to receive the land they claimed with the provision that
any claims previous to theirs would be respected. The Cherokees and allied
tribes would remain within the boundaries designated by the treaty as
the San Antonio road, the Angelina, the Sabine, and Neches Rivers. No
other tribes would be allowed to settle in this area, and no individual
Indian would be permitted to sell land or white man to buy it. 7
One week after this treaty was negotiated the Provisional Government
of the Republic of Texas was organized with David G. Burnet at its head.
Either because of the press of events 01' because of his own interests,
Burnet showed no inclination to honor the treaty. The Provisional Government did not ratify it, and Burnet seemingly ignored it by his instruc~
tions to Indian Agent M. B. Menard to "avoid with great caution entering
into any specific treaty relating to boundaries."8
The treaty and Houston's role in making it became a controversial
:issue in the Texas Republic. Texans quite properly noted that the treaty
established a sepal'ate Indian state with practical independence within
the boundaries of Texas. The Indians were exempt from taxation by
Texas and would punish their own members for theft from whites. Houston's enemies freely charged that he acted more as a Cherokee than as a
Texan in making the treaty. Certainly the Cherokees had a partial friend
in Houston. He had lived some of his formative years among them, and
had resided only seven miles from Chief Bowles in Tennessee. After scandal ruined his political career in Tennessee, he joined the Indians in Arkansas Territory. According to a rumor which was widely credited at the
time, he first came to Texas on behalf of obtaining land for the Cherokees.
"When this treaty was made . . . Houston was still a Cherokee, if indeed.
he ever renounced that affiliation," said one of his critics. 9 Houston's
critics charged further that he had neglected his duties as commander-in~
chief of the Texas army in his eagerness to assure the Cherokees of their
land.

With Santa Anna advancing, he had left the army at Refugio to

conclude the Cherokee treaty. On the same day that it was signed, Santa
Anna appeared before San Antonio. Thus, the Cherokee treaty was linked
to the Alamo and Goliad in the thinking of Houston's enemies. 1o
Houston heatedly maintained that the treaty kept the Cherokees neutral
while the Texans won their independence, but he was almost alone in this
belief. Even Henderson Yoakum, who usually presents Houston's views,
says that "nothing but the defeat of the Mexicans prevented the Indians
from making an attack upon the settlements."l1 According to popular
belief, the Cherokees had been drawn up in battle array to attack the settlers but had been dissuaded by the victory at San Jacinto and the presence
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of Brigadier General .Edmund P. Gaines in the vicinity of Nacogdoches
with a body of United States troops.12
There is ample justification for this belief. The Indians manifested a
restlessness during the first part of April because of the failure of the
Provisional Government to ratify the Houston-Forbes treaty. Gaines on
the Texas-United States border heard rUmors of a threatened general Indian war. The Committee of Vigilance under Henry Raguet in Nacogdoches received reports that the Cherokees were preparing for war, that
an American trader had been murdered, and that Chief BOWles was stir·
ring up the associated tribes. Gaines learned through an agent that one
Manuel Flores1.3 was among the Indians, urging them to join forces with
the Mexicans. Eugene C. Barker concludes that these reports were highly
exaggerated or deliberately manufactured to bring the United States into
the revolution. Whether or not this is true and whatever the motives of
Andrew Jackson and the secret orders of Edmund P. Gaines, the effect
of these rumors on settlers in the area must not be underestimated. The
rumors of an Indian uprising spread simultaneously with news of the
Alamo and Goliad disasters and contributed to the general panic of the
runaway scrape. The uneasiness generated among settlers at this time
was not allayed until after the Texas-Cherokee War and must be considered a basic cause of that war.
Although Houston was the hero of San Jacinto and was elected President of the Republic by a large majority in September 1836, he never won
popular or official approval of his Cherokee treaty. He sent the treaty
to the Senate on December 20, 1836, with recommendations for its ratification. The Senate took no action on it before Congress adjourned. When
Congress convened in May 1837, the treaty was referred to a committee.
At last, on October 12, 1837, the Standing Committee on Indian Affairs
presented a report on the treaty which turned into a blistering attack on
Houston. By that time Houston's defense policy had outraged the more
vocal element in the Republic for in the face of repeated rumors of a
Mexican invasion he had dissolved the mutinous Texas army j he also had
refused to conduct an aggressive war against Mexico; and in the fact of
continual Indian depredations on the frontier he had insisted on a policy
of conciliation toward the Indians. The Senate Committee ruled that no
Indian tribe had a "vested right of any kind to lands in Texas and that
Houston's treaty was an unwarrantable assumption of authority."B
Houston was incensed at the rejection of his treaty. He then maintained that the treaty was a pledge to the Indians and that it did not require the ratification of the Senate. 1: ; As if to flout the Senate and public
opinion, he stubbornly pursued a policy through his administration of conciliation and peace toward all Indian tribes. His treaties had little effect,
however, and the frontier situation became steadily worse instead of better. "They [Indians] are steeIin and killen all our stock ..• we are in
a bad situation and will no doubt be some of our women and children
rnassaceed the next time you here from us," one embattled settler wrote
the President on March 1, 1837.16
Houston quite properly pointed tp the state of the Republic's finances
as a reason for his policy1? and he blamed United States Indians for the
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atrocities on the frontier. The boundary between the United States and
Texas had not been surveyed, a circumstance which led to innumerable Indian complications. The Indians recently moved into Arkansas by the United
States crossed into Texas to raid or to visit and perhaps reside with their
kinsmen who had settled there earlier. Thus, the northeastern border suf·
fered from Indian depredations, and settlers in the area had an uneasy
feeling that the resident Indian tribes were increasing in population be:::ause of reinforcements from the United States. As it became clear that
the United States planned no immediate annexation of Texas, Texas com~
plaints about United States Indians grew frequent and bitter. These In~
dians could hardly match the savagery of the Comanches, but .letters of
the period bristle with references to United States Indians as though
that were the worst variety.18
By the spring of 1837, the old rumors of an Indian·Mexican conspiracy
were again current. Houston said in his message to Congress on May 5
that he had reliable information that a delegation of twenty "northern
Indians residing on the borders of the United States" had visited Matamoros and had promised the Mexican authorities there three thousand
warriors in the event of a Mexican invasion of Texas.HiI Houston's neat
distinction between Indians residing on the borders of the United States
and those residing within Texas was not generally accepted by Texans.
There was a close relationship between the two groups of Indians, and
the term United States Indians came to mean to most settlers any Indians,
including the Texas Cherokees, who had moved from the Southern states.
Thus, it followed that any conspiracy with Mexico would involve both
groups.
By the fall of 1837 fear of such a conspiracy and dissatisfaction with
Houston's Indian policy were general in East Texas. When the second
Congress convened, Houston's old friend, Thomas J. Rusk, representative
from Nacogdoches, spearheaded a drive for a revision of the militia law
that would effectively remove the militia from the President's control.
Houston vetoed the bill, but it was passed over his veto. The bill provided
that the two houses of Congress would appoint the major general of the
militia. Afte:r; passing the law, the two houses elected Rusk major general.20
The specter of the Indian-Mexican alliance was kept alive in early
1838 by continued Indian atrocities and by the report of Indian Agent
Henry W. Karnes that he was confident such a movement was afoot. 21
The unrest in East Texas erupted in the Cordova Rebellion in August.
On August 4 a group of citizens in search of stolen horses came upon the
trail of a large number of Mexicans. A scout following the trail reported
that there were 8. hundred or more Mexicans encamped near the Angelina
River under the command of Vicente Cordova, a Mexican patriot who had
served as alcalde of Nacogdoches before the revolution and who had joined
in the Texas Revolution as long as it supported the Mexican Constitution
of 1824. The Mexicans sent a letter to Houston disclaiming allegiance to
Texas, and wild rumors were set afloat about their activities. According
to one report, the Mexicans numbered about three hundred and had been
joined by an equal number of Indians. Reports had this body heading
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for the Cherokee country. Rusk immediately called up the militia. He
detached Major Henry W. Augustine with one hundred fifty men to follow Cordova while he marched with about four hundred fifty others toward the village of Bowles. The Mexican group dispersed, and Rusk returned to Nacogdoches without a battle. 22
Houston was in Nacogdoches at this time J insisting on the running of
the survey of the Cherokee land according to his treaty of February 23,
1836. He took issue with Rusk on the matter of calling up the militia
and volunteers, issuing contradictory orders of his own. Rusk, who believed that there was a deep and well laid scheme to involve Texas in
general warfare, ignored Houston's orders, and a deep rift developed
between them. uBis Excellency has acted strangely," Rusk wrote, "indeed
had I been governed by his peremtory [sic] order I have not the least
doubt that an Indian war would have been now raging here but a timely
demonstration of force by marching Six hundred horsemen through their
country excited strongly that which can only be depended upon in Indians
t.heir fear."23
Rusk was strongly backed by public opinion in Nacogdoches. Hugh
McLeod reported that the President "cramped General Rusk in every way
with his orders." Said I. W. Burton, "The President lost ground (if such
a thing is possible) by his conduct on the occasion."H Rusk's position was
strengthened when on August 20, Don Julian Pedro Miracle, a Mexican
liberal, was killed by a citizen in the Red River area. Papers on Miracles'
body gave documentary evidence of Mexican activities among the Indians.
A diary which Miracle had kept of his journey in Texas indicated that he
had visited Mexicans and Indians near Nacogdoches and that he had probably inspired the Cordova Rebellion. He had met with Cordova and with
Bowles, and he carried instructions from General Vicente Filisola urging
the Mexicans and Indians to unite against Texas.2~
Houston clung stubbornly to his defense of the Cherokees. The Cordova Rebellion, he stated publicly, had been brought on by a violation of
the rights of Mexicans and Indians. Indian atrocities thus were caused
by the greediness of land speculators and the activities of surveyors beyond the line of settlement. He advised settlers to stay at home, and in
the heat of a political campaign in 1841 it was charged that when a com
mittee called on him to ask for protection of the frontier, he replied that
"he hoped every man, woman, and child that settled North of the San
Antonio Road would be tomahawked."26
w

Houston continued to insist that only the running of the Cherokee line
according to the treaty· of February 23, 1836, would maintain peace on
the frontier. As his term of office neared its close and as it became evident that President-elect Mirabeau B. Lamar would initiate a radically
different Indian policy, Houston arbitrarily ordered that the Cherokee
line be run. Alexander Horton, in attempting to carry out Houston's instructions, ran into massive resistance from the citizens of East Texas.
"Should the lines between the whites and the Indians not be run by the
20th inst. by orders which I have already issued," Houston wrote Horton
on October 10, 1838, "you will proceed to have the same executed and
for that purpose you will employ a surveyor and take such force as you
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may think proper."
drawn. 2 'l

On the same day he ordered Rusk to have the line

Horton with great difficulty eventually completed the running of the
Cherokee line, but Rusk was operating in complete independence of Sam.
Houston in the fall of 1838. Rusk had no more than disbanded his men
after the Cordova RebeJIion than other Indian incidents caused him again
to call up the militia. In October he made a show of force in Cherokee
territory and defeated the Kickapoos in the Battle of Kickapoo Village.
In November he provoked an international incident by following a group
of Caddoes into Louisiana. By the time Lamar assumed office in December
the East Texas frontier was in a critical state. Rusk was in the Sabine
area with about four hundred volunteers. The Indian and Mexican force
was reported to number about seven hundred. Settlers in the area prepared to leave, and the militia was held in readiness in Nacogdoches to go
to the assistance of Rusk. Kelsey H. Douglass of Nacogdoches wrote the
new secretary of war, Albert Sidney Johnston, for the authority to act
in an emergency without waiting for official orders, which authority was
granted. 28 Thus, the stage was set for a radical change in Texas Indian
policy and for another act in the classic American tragedy of Indian
against white-with the usual results.
Lamar's attitude toward Indians was diametrically opposite to that of
Houston. While Houston had lived as a blood brother to the Cherokees
before coming to Texas, Lamar had been a close associate of Georgia's
Governor George M. Troup in the expulsion of the Indians from that state.
Lamar was not long in making his position concerning Indians clear. In
his first message to Congress on December 21, 1B38, he stated that "the
Emigrant Tribes have no legal or equitable claim to any portion of our
territory." He denied the validity of the Houston-Forbes treaty with the
Cherokees on the grounds that the treaty had never been ratified by any
competent authority. In a later speech he stated his policy even more
dearly. "In my opinion the propel' policy to be pursued toward the barbarian race is absolute expulsion from the country. . . . Our only security
against a savage foe is to allow no security to him."29
The first months of 1839 were marked by additional incidents along
the Red River border and by mounting fear of an Indian-Mexican alliance.
In February seven men were murdered in the Red River area. On the
western frontier James O. Bird, Edward Burlson, John Rice, and John H.
Moore led rangers against the Plains Indians. In the spring two events
in the west brought hostilities to a head in the east. On March 28, Burle~
son met Cordova in a brief engagement. Cordova escaped, but a renegade
white named Robison deserted to Burleson, bringing the infonnation that
Cordova had been to see Chief Bowles in the interest of forming an Indian
league and that Cordova was then on his way to Matamoros for weapons
and supplies for the enterprise. Robison's testimony was suspect because
of his record, but it was accepted by Burleson and the uneasy public.3u
Secretary of War Johnston promptly informed Chief Bowles of Robi.Eon's story and advised him that Iiall intercourse between the friendly
Indians and those at war with Texas must cease!' To enforce this John·
.ston dispatched Major B. C. Waters with a company of six-months men
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to establish a military post all the Grand Saline, a creek in Cherokee territory. When Waters arrived at the Saline, he was warned that any
attempt to establish a post would be repelled by force. Waters did not
have the force to hold the position, so he retired across the river out of
Cherokee territory and advised the government of Bowles' attitude.31
About this time, the second incident ·occurred in the west which affected affairs in East Texas. Lieutenant James O. Rice engaged Manuel
Flores in the Battle on the San Gabriels on May 14, 1839. Flores, together with Cordova, had been one. of the most active Mexican agents
among the Indians. Letters in his effects proved conclusively that he and
Cordova were involved in a conspiracy to incite the Indians. The letters
did not prove, however, that the Cherokees had agreed to co-operate in
the plot. 32
Lamar did not wait for further evidence. "The Cherokees can no
longer remain among us," he decreed. He wrote Bowles a letter stating
bluntly that the Houston-Forbes treaty "was a nullity when made, is inoperative now, had never been sanctioned by this government, and never
will be." He went on to accuse the Cherokees of repeatedly corresponding
with the Mexicans, of receiving Mexican emissaries, entering into compacts with them and giving Ilcountenance to an insurrection raised in your
own vicinity by Mexicans." He advised Bowles that the final removal
of the Cherokees was certain. Whether it was done by war or by friendly
negotiations depended on the Indians themselevs.33
Indian Agent Martin Lacy, his son~in-Iaw, Dr. W. G. W. Jowers, an
interpreter named Cordray, and John H. Reagan delivered the letter to
Bowles. Reagan, who later became Postmaster General of the Confederacy,
was at this time a young tutor recently arrived from Tennessee. To his
eyes Bowles did not look like an Indian. He was somewhat tanned in
color, but he had neither the hair nor the eyes of an Indian. "His eyes
were gray, his hair was a dirty sandy colo!"; and his was an English head."
Bowles at the time was eighty-three years old but still vigorous and
strong.3i:
Bowles invited the delegation to a spring near his residence. 3 .5 They
seated themselves on a log, and Lamar's message was read and interpreted. Bowles told the white men that for some years he had been in
correspondence with John Ross, chief of the principal tribe of Cherokees,
with the idea of reuniting the two tribes and going to California out of
the reach of the whites. He asked if his people might have time to gather
their crops with that plan in mind. Lacy replied that he had no authority
except as stated in Lamar's letter. Bowles asked for time to consult with
his headmen, and Lacy agreed to return at a designated time for an an·
Bwer.
Reagan wrote in his memoirs that the conference made a deep impression on him for two reasons. liThe first was that neither the agent nor
the chief could read or write, except that Mr. Lacy could sign his name
mechanicallYj and neither could speak the language of the other. The
second was the frankness and dignity with which the negotiations were
carried on-neither tried to disguise his purpose nor to mislead the
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other."36 Although Reagan does not so state, he evidently attended the
conference in the rol~ of interpreter.
At the appointed time Reagan returned with Lacy for Bowles' answer.
Bowles stated that his young braves were in favor of war, that they believed that they could beat the whites. Bowles personally disagreed with
them. He believed that the whites would eventually win but not without
a long, bloody war. He said, however, that he would stand by his tribe.
If he fought, the whites would kill him, but if he did not, his own tribesmen would. Philosophically, he said that it mattered little to him because
he was old but that he felt great concern for his three wives and his children. "The council ended," says Reagan, "with the understanding that
war was to follow."31
Johnston ordered Edward Burleson, who had recently been appointed
a colonel of the regular army, to increase his force to four hundred men
3nd march from the western border to East Texas. At the same time
Johnston ordered Rusk in Nacogdoches "and Willis Landrnm in San Augustine to enlist additional volunteers. Lamar still hoped, however, that
a peaceful settlement could be arranged. He appointed as peace commissioners Johnston, David G. Burnet, I. W. Burton, Thomas J. Rusk, and
James S. Mayfield. He instructed them to go to Nacogdoches to supervise
the removal of the Cherokees. They were authorized to pay the Indians
compensation for crops, improvements, and other property that could not
be taken with them but not for the land. 38
Rusk, who had been elected Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
Texas the previous December, had already led a body of volunteers to a
position facing the Cherokee camp when the other commissioner arrived at
the Neches River during the first week of July.39 While the peace com~
missioners attempted to negotiate, a curious agreement was made by the
two camps. A neutral line was drawn between them which neither was
to cross except under a flag of truce. They further agreed not to break
camp without due notice to the other. Reagan says that both sides were
stalling for time during this period-the Cherokees hoping for reinforcements from the Mexicans and plains Indians, and the Texans waiting for
the arrival of Burleson from the Colorado and Landrum from the Redlands.
Burleson arrived on July 14, and the Texans momentarily expected
the arrival of Landrum to bring their total force to about nine hundred
men. At this point a disagreement arose between the regulars and volunteers as to who would command the campaign. The regulars wanted Burleson, but the volunteers insisted on Rusk. Each general was willing for
the other to command, but neither would accept for fear of offending the
other. The stalemate was one which characteristically preceded battles
of the Texas Republic J and it pointed up the curious structure of the
Texas defense system.
Congress had enacted ample laws for the organization of a regular
army, a militia, and a ranger force. The ranger organization was designed for frontier service t 40 but neither the regular army nor militia ever
became an effective, dependable defense organization. Houston reduced
the regular army to a skeleton in the spring of 1837 when that army
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proved a threat to the civil government. Lamar attempted to revitalize the
regular force in early 1839 but with little success. Texans showed little
enthusiasm for the restrictions to their freedom which army life entailed.
Even the restrictions of regular militia duty repelled them.
Thus, most of the men who fought in the Texas-Cherokee War were
citizen volunteers who could not properly be called either regulars or militia. Many of them were settlers who volunteered because of the immediate danger to their homes. Others were the footloose element which
Adjutant General Hugh McLeod called "the floating chivalry which generally compose our volunteer corps."~l After the experience of the Cherokee campaign both McLeod and Secretary Johnston recommended a revision of the militia laws. Such official recommendations became a standard feature of governmental reports, but because of the sparse population,
lack of money, and lack of citizen interest, the militia was never organized effectively. Johnston solved the immediate problem during the Cherokee campaign by assuming command himself and appointing Kelsey H.
Douglass brigadier general. This was the only battle that Johnston per~
sonally directed until his final battle as a Confederate general at Shiloh.
The peace commissioners made their last attempt to negotiate on July
14. Bowles asked for more time, whereupon negotiations were broken off.
At sunrise the next morning Bowles' son rode into the Texas camp under
a flag of truce and, in accordance with the agreement, notified Johnston
that the Cherokees would break camp and move west of the Neches River.
Johnston informed him that the Texans would give pursuit. Young Bowles
was then escorted half a mile beyond the picketS. 42
About noon Johnston instructed Douglass to put the men in motion but
to give the Indians one more chance to accept peace terms before attack~
ing. Landrum, who had not yet arirved and who did not join the main
force until July 20, was sent orders to advance up the Neches. The regiments under Burleson and Rusk advanced toward the Cherokee camp and
upon finding it deserted followed the trail of the Indians. Later that
afternoon the Texans came upon the Indians in a strong position near a
Delaware village. "They were immediately attacked and beaten," Johnston reported. .The Indians retreated, leaving eighteen dead on the field
and taking their wounded with them.
The Texans feared that during the night the Indians would scatter
into marauding bands to attack frontier outposts. Johnston divided his
force to send scouts to warn the settlements. The next morning the main
body again took up the pursuit. They overtook the Cherokees in the
Neches bottom about fifteen miles west of the present Tyler near the
conjunction of the present Van Zandt, Henderson, and Smith Counties.
After a brisk battle which lasted for about an hour and a half, the Indians
retreated into a dense thicket. HThe action . . . was contested severely,
every period of the time, by the Indians, who clearly manifested they
aimed at a victory," said Douglass. "Their leaders were frequently heard
urging them to a charge."
Old Chief Bowles rode conspicuously along his line clad in a military
hat, silk vest, sword and sash which legend says Sam Houston had given
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him;l3 His horse was injured, and he was shot in the thigh, but he was
the last to leave the field. As he dismounted and started to walk away, a
Texan shot him in' the back. He fell, then pulled himself to sitting position, and turned to face his enemy. John H. Reagan ran forward in
an attempt to spare the old chief's life, but another Texan, Robert W.
Smith, fired the death shot.H •
Douglass estimated that the Cherokee force consisted of between seven
hundred and one thousand warriors. About one hundred of them were
killed in the battle. Johnston in a Jetter to the Telegraph and TezlUJ
Register shortly after the campaign estimated that the total Texas force
was about nine hundred. Of this number abo:ut five hundred participated
in the Battle of the Neches; the others were on detached service. Texan
losses in the campaign were relatively small, four listed as killed in action
and thirty~six wounded.
The Texans followed the remnants of the tribe for a week, destroying
their villages and cornfields, until the Cherokees dispersed never again to
Fose a threat to East Texas. On July 25, it was agreed that the enemy
had scattered and divided so that further pursuit was useless. Accordingly,
on that afternoon Johnston ordered the volunteers mustered out of service.
The associated tribes in the area agreed to accept payment for their im~
provements and to cross into the United States. Rusk and Mayfield were.
appointed commissioners to supervise that removal. The paymaster gen~
eral of the army estimated that the pay for the men under Douglass
amounted to $21,000. An additional $25,000 was allotted to pay for the
improvements of the Indians who agreed to leave.45
The casualty lists of the wear indicate clearly that the Cherokees were
no match for the Texans. The Cherokees were a semicivilized, agricultural
people who made effort after effort to secure legal title to their land.
For that reason their story is an especially tragic one. With one notable
exception, however, Texans of the period displayed scant compassion for
their antagonists. The cruel rule of survival of the fittest prevailed on
the frontier; and the frontiersman was never absolutely sure that he was
more fit than the Indian. Sentiments such as sympathy and compassion
were reserved for those far enough removed from the scene in time or
distance to afford such luxuries. The results of the Texas-Cherokee war
were hailed with satisfaction throughout Texas. East Texans honored
Rusk, Douglass, and Burleson as heroes, and Johnston was tendered 80
many public dinners he could not attend all of them. The number of men
claiming the distinction of having killed Bowles became a standing joke
in Nacogdoches.
Only Sam Houston of contemporary Texans vigorously protested the
fate of the Cherokees. He had been visitng in the United States during
the campaign, and he returned to Texas angry with those whom he con
sidered the instigators of it. He considered his treaty of February 23,
1836, as morally, if not legally. binding on Texas, and he had repeatedly
made a personal pledge to Bowles that the treaty would be honored. Houston attributed the war to the greediness of land speculators, especially
Burnet.
w
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One of Houston's major points in the defense of the Cherokees was
that there was no proof that they had been agreeable to Mexican offers
for an alliance. This is true, but it is also true that Mexican and Cherokee
interests ran along parallel lines in 1839. There is abundant proof that
Mexico hoped for an Indian alliance and courted the Cherokees' favor with
promises of land. Texans, on the other hand, ll.sde no effort to conciliate
the Cheroekes, having taken their stand by their refusal to approve the
Houston-Forbes treaty. The Cherokees were indeed unperceptive if they
failed to realize that their advantage lay with Mexico and to act accordingly. Perhaps the Texans exaggerated the danger of the Cherokees, and
undoubtedly the rich land of the Indians was a tempting prize. There
can be no doubt, however, that northeastern Texas was in a state of continual alarm beginning in the fall of 1835, and that settlers there considered the Cherokees a real threat to survival.
The only victory Houston won for the Cherokees was a moral one.
On February 1, 1840, Congress passed an act which provided that the
Cherokee lands would be divided into sections and sold. 4t1 The act had
aroused heated controversy in Texas because of a legal point it brought
up. If the Cherokees were not in legal possession of the land, then it fell
under the provisions of the general land act of the Republic. If they were
in legal possession, then the land was won from them in July 1839, and
it could not be disposed of under terms of the general land act. Houston
led the advocates of the act of February 1, 1840, and presented a heated
defense of the Cherokees and their legal right to the land. Passage of
the act was in effect a vindication of the Cherokees.
A still unswered question is whether in 1835 and early 1836 Sam Houston was acting as a citizen of Texas, of the United States, or of the Cherokee Nation. A popular theory is that he came to Texas to carry out
Andrew Jackson's designs, but the evidence is rather nebulous. If Houston
dreamed of a southwestern conquest, the dream was not an original one
but one which he shared with many others, including Aaron Burr. Certainly, his actions do not indicate that he intended to carry out a plan
of conquest. He settled in Nacogdoches near his old friends, the Cherokees, and he was a late comer to the Texas Revolution. Throughout his
career in the Texas. Republic he stubbornly discouraged filibustering
schemes. Llerena Friend, reviewing the evidence, concludes that Houston
came to Texas because he was a ruined man looking for .fresh opportu~
nity.41 She is undoubtedly correct. At the same time, his relation to the
Texas Cherokees is an intriguing one. He moved that the Consultation
guarantee the Cherokees their land. He negotiated the treaty which set
forth their rights. As Pl:esident he used all his influence in an effort to
put the treaty into effect. Whatever Houston's motives in coming to
Texas, he was a friend to the Cherokees.
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LEON SMITH: CONFEDERATE MARINER
~AMES

M. DAY

"Gallant," IIbold," Hdaring," "braYe," these are adjectives used by the
comrades-in-arms of Leon Smith in describing the man and his activities
for the Cofederate States Navy along the Gulf coast of Texas. To his opponents, Smith was something else again-"unscrupu}ous;' "villain," Hpi_
rate," and "scoundrel," but even then his foes had to admit that he was a
"man of enormous energy and capacity." By their own admission, then,
it must have been so.
Leon Smiths' antecedents are somewhat vague. D. J. Baldwin, a contemporary who visited with Smith at a wedding in 1861, stated that Smith
was born in Connecticut,l while C. W. Raines, usually a careful historian,
recorded the birth at Alfred, Maine. 2 No date is mentioned in either ac~
count. Leon Smith was reported to be a half-brother to Caleb Blood
Smith,3 a lawyer and journalist who entered politics as a Whig and became
a Republican in 1860. Caleb Smith served both in the Indiana legislature
and in the United States House of Representatives and was strongly opposed to the annexation of Texas in 1845. Between 1861 and 1863, Caleb
Blood Smith served as Secretary of the Interior in the cabinet of Abraham
Lincoln. 4 His brother, Leon, selected a different type of career.
Born near the ocean, Leon Smith chose to go to sea at the age of thirteen. By tJ-. time he was twenty, Smith was in command of the United
States mail s:'<>amship Pacific, which plied between San Francisco and
Panama. 5 While engaged in shipping on the west coast of the United
States in the late 1840's, he met John B. Magruder,ti with whom he was
later to perform gallant feats of war on the Texas coast. During the
1850's, Smith shifted his sailing operations to the Gulf of Mexico and began work for the Southern Mail Steamship Company owned by Charles
:M:organ. 7 Morgan's ships had sailed the Gulf from New Orleans to Galveston since 1835, and by mid-century, when Smith became associated with
him, Morgan's firm was large enough for a congressional committee to
state that his steamers did uall the business in the Gulf.'~8
After the surrender of United States military posts in Texas by General David E. Twiggs at San Antonio on February 18, 1861, one of the
first acts of the Committee of Public Safety (If Texas was to send John
S. Ford to Brownsville to receive the surrender of the United States commander there, Major F. J. Porter. Near mid-Februal'y, 1861, the Confederate Commissioner, General E. B. Nichols, contracted with J. C. Ranis
of the Southern Steamship Company for the General Rusk to transport
Ford and his troops to the mouth of the Rio Grande.9 The ship sailed
from Galveston on February 19, along with the steamer Union and the
Rchooner Shark, carrying approximately 500 men. Two days later the
vessels arrived at the mouth of the Rio Grande, which Ford c<llled "the
keys to the valley of the Rio Grande," and received the surrender of the
Federal troops. In his official report Ford expressed his "many obliga-
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tiona to Captain [Leon] Smith of the steamer General Rusk for efficient
.service promptly rendered during the voyage. lOW Six days later, on Feb-ruary 25, Ford and the Ru.."k returned to Galveston for additional troops.
February 28 was loading day for the 300 men the steamer was to carry
back to Brownsville. Seventy-five of these were from Galveston, with an
equal number coming from Fort Bend, Houston, and Liberty. Captain
Smith and the Rusk sailed at 9 p.m. on the evening of February 28, 186!.
The following day they arrived at their destination. l l
Being a good business man and not having obligations at this point to
-either side in the conflict, Smith contracted with Major Porter to remove
the Federal troops from Brownsville to New York. They were scheduled
to sail from the Rio Grande on March 19 and were to be in New York by
April 4, 1861. This act, if actually performed, was the last friendly deed
Smith rendered to the United States during the course of the war. By
mid-April he was back in familiar Gulf waters holding strong sentiments
for the Confederate cause and preparing to back his feelings with daring
action. The steamer Gerwral Rusk and her crew became "volunteers" in
the Confederate navy.

CommQdore Leon Smith
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The General Rusk's first opportunity for action came near mid-April
in Matagorda Bay. United States Major Caleb C. Sibley was attempting
to leave with his men from Indianola. Colonel Earl Van Dorn was sent
by the Confederacy to intercept the Federal troops. Van Dorn commandeered the Matagorda and used it to carry his troops into Matagorda Bay.
There he discovered a strange ship, which was by-passed in order to dock.
The General Rusk was docked at the Saluria wharf, and after nightfall
the Matagorda signaled for the General Rusk to come alongside. This was
done, and Captain Leon Smith reported to Van Dom that the strange
vessel was the Star of the West, the same United States steamer which
had been fired on at Fort Sumter when it sought to supply the garrison.
Van Darn decided to capture the Star of the West and Smith must have
agreed, for the General Rusk pulled alongside the Star of the West under
the pretense of wanting to transfer some "friendly" troops. After difficulty caused by a strong gale, the Confederates boarded the Star of the
West and Colonel Van Dorn took command for the Confederate government. Contemporaries reported that the captain of the Star of the West
"swore as none but a sailor can, and declared that a d - - - d ungentlemanly trick had been played upon him." The capture wok place on
April 17, 1861, and three days later the vessel arrived in New Orleans
amid much elation. Major Sibley, left without transportation, surrendered
to Colonel Van Darn on April 26, 1861. The Star of the West was renamed the Confederate States Steamer St. Philip. The vessel served until
March, 1862, when she was sunk in the Tallahatchie River opposite Fort
Pemberton in Mississippi to block the channeI.l.~ Leon Smith, still in
command of the General Rusk, was firmly dedicated to the Confederacy
as he continued to work in the Gulf waters.
By October, 1861, Smith had placed himself and his ship under control
of Commander W. W. Hunter of the Confederate States Navy, and remained in this position until General Magruder came to Texas almost a
year later. Of aU the days involved in watching and waiting, possibly
November 7, 1861, was the most eventful. Shortly after midnight, Smith's
crew reported seeing the flash of firearms toward Point Bolivar across
from Galveston. The crew was armed, ready for an attack, but none
came. At 3 :30 a.m. Smith saw a fire in the direction of the flashes, and
boats were lowered. Upon arriving at the blaze, they discovered that it
was the Confederate schooner Royal Yacht. The fire was quickly extinguished and the vessel investigated. A hard struggle had taken place, for
Some forty bullet holes were found in the ship, doors were broken open,
a.nd many objects destroyed. Twelve cutlasses, five boarding pikes, and
twelve cartridge boxes were found on deck. On the cabin floor Smith
found and officer's cap, a bloody sheet, and a colt dragoon pistol marked
"2b. lB. 2nd D." In summing up, Smith reported: "The whole state of
the schooner showed that the vessel had been taken by surprise by an
overwhelming force, but made a desperate resistance." The General Rusk
then towed the remains of the Royal Yacht back to Galveston. 14
By November 13, Commander Hunter and Smith were coordinating
signals to alarm Galveston should the enemy approach by sea. 15 December
7 found the General Rusk j'near the old mill below Lynchburg" to report
for purposes of defense to the military commander on Buffalo Bayou.16
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On January 20, 1862, Smith and the General Rusk were at San Jacinto
preparing to proceed down Buffalo Bayou to Morgan's Point. In his report to Hunter, Smith outlined the service status of the crew and included
a note which partially explained why Smith was fighting with the south('rners. He wrote: 4'1 send you down the tobacco, the last of the Mohegans
hope it may last you until peace is declared and the Confederate States
are independent."l1 When New Orleans was taken by the Federals on
May 1, 1862, Smith encouraged Hunter. After informing his commander
of the news, Smith wrote: "It is bad, but we must not give up the ship
yet."18 By September, Smith and Captain Thomas Chubb were figuring
on ways to remove the blockading Federal schooners at Sabine Pass. 1S
December 10, 1862 found Leon Smith at Niblett's Bluff, Louisiana. 20 No
doubt he was planning to assist General Magruder in the recapture of
Galveston, which was perhaps the highlight of the careers of both men.
John B. Magruder arrived in Texas in November, 1862, while Federal
Ehips were effectively blockading most of the Texas coast. When the
Federal troops landed on Galveston Island on December 25, Magruder
decided that Galveston would be the first point of attack in pushing back
the enemy. In order to survey the situation, Magruder went to Virginia
Point, where he met Smith, an old friend. In his official report Magruder wrote:
Meeting here Capt. Leon Smith, whom from my acquaintance
with him in California I knew to be of great experience in steamboat management, I employed him in the quartermaster's department, placing him as a volunteer aide on my staff. I intrusted
to his charge all the steamers on the Sabine River and in the
bayous emptying into Galveston Bay, and at the same time directed that those on the Sabine should be fitted out forthwith.
Learning subsequently that the enemy had landed at Galveston a
considerable force (strength unknown), I directed Capt. Leon
Smith, without delaying preparations on the Sabine, to fit up as
gunboats the steamers Bayou City and Neptune, and to employ
two others as tenders, for the purpose of supplying the larger
vessels with wood. At the same time I received information that
other Federal troops were on the way to Galveston. I therefore,
directed that the work on the last mentioned steamer should be
carried on night and day and that captains and crews should
be forthwith provided for them. 21
Christmas day, 1862, proved to be of more than average importance in
the life of Smith, for on that day Magruder sent directions to Smith to
prepare the Bayou City and the Neptune for battle. In the instructions
Smith was empowered to "make all the dispositions and perform all his
functions" in Magruder's name. In two days, Smith was to have a 32pounder rifled gun aboard the Bayou City and two 24-pound howitzers
aboard the Neptune; cotton bales were to be stacked on deck as protective
armor, and each vessel was to be armed with 150 volunteers. To complete
the Confederate flotilla, the Lu~y Gwinn and the John F. Carr were assigned as tenders. 22
The United States vessels in the harbor consisted of the Harriet Lane,
commanded by Captain Jonathan Wainwright, the We8tfield, the Owa8~o,
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the Clifton, the Sachem, two armed transports, two barks, and an armed
~chooner, all under the command of Captain W. B. Kenshaw, U.S.N. This
made a total of ten vessels as compared with four brought out on the Confederate side. In planning his attack, Magruder desired to have his two
"cotton-clads" attack the Federal gunboats at the same time his army
troops moved against the Federal forces. This coordination was difficult,
since the vessels commanded by Smith had to travel approximately twelve
miles from Half Moon Shoals to arrive at the battle. The attack was set
at 12 :00 o'clock midnight on December 31, 1862 with the fire from the
land batteries being the signal for the cotton-clads to engage the enemy.
General Magruder fired the cannon at about 4:30 a.m., and the fight was
on.23 The engagement was at its height by daybreak, January 1, when,
as General Magruder reported, "our gunboats came dashing down the
harbor and engaged the Harriet Lane-in most gallant style." According
to Magruder:
The gallant Captain Wainwright fought his ship admirably.
He succeeded in disabling the Neptune and attempted to run down
the Bayou City, but he was met by an antagonist of even superior
skill, coolness, and heroism. Leon Smith, ably seconded by Capt.
[Henry S.] Lubbock, the immediate commander of the Bayou City,
and by her pilot, Captain McCormick, adroitly evaded the deadly
stroke, although as the vessels passed each other he lost his larboard wheelhouse in the shock. Again the Bayou City, while receiving several broadsides almost at the cannon's mouth, poured
into the Harriet Lane a destructive fire of small arms. Turning
once more she drove her prow into the iron wheel of the Harriet
Lane, thus locking the two vessels together. Followed by the
officers and men of the heroic volunteer corps, Commodore Leon
Smith leaped to the deck of the hostile ship, and after a moment
of feeble resistance she was ours. The surviving officers of the
Harriet Lane presented their swords to Commodore Leon Smith
on the quarter-deck of the captured vessel. After the surrender
the Owasco passed alongside pouring into the Harriet Lane a
broadside at close quarters, but she was soon forced to back out
by the effect of our musketry.24
As Smith and the other volunteers leaped aboard the Harriet LaM, the
firing by the Texas sharpshooters was deadly, with the result that both
Captain Wainwright and his second in command, Edward Lea, were killed.
The vessel was surrendered to Smith, who immediately sent Henry S.
Lubbock to secure the surrender of the other vessels. The Westfield, which
had run aground, was blown up by its commander, who lost his life, while
the Owasco, the Clifton, the Sachem, and the Corypheus headed for the
open sea with a flag of truce flying from the peak. Smith boarded the
John F. Carr and attempted to catch the Owasco, but had no success. 25
Galveston was once again in Confederate hands, and it remained so until
the end of the war.
On the day of the battle, Magruder wrote to General Samuel Cooper,
the Confederate Adjutant and Inspector General, that the "ships and artillery [were commanded] by Major Leon Smith, to whose indomitable energy and heroic daring the country is indebted for the successful execution
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of a plan which I had conceived for the destruction of the enemy's fleet."2.
In the next report which provided details of the attack, Magruder again
praised his naval commander:
Although it may appear invidious to make distinctions, I nevertheless regard it as a duty to say that too much credit cannot be
bestowed on Commodore Leon Smith, whose professional duty,
energy, and perserverance amidst many discouraging influences
were so conspiciously displayed in the preparation for the attack,
while in the execution his heroism was subIime. 27
With the Hwrriet Lane captured, Smith was placed in command of her and
all other Confederate ships along the Texas coast.
Much has been written concerning the death of Captain Wainwright
and Lieutenant Lea and the burial of both. Since Leon Smith was involved
in the controversy, details should be given. In his report the day after the
battle, Magruder noted the death of the two seamen, stating that Leon
Smith killed Wainwright at close quarters, and the New York Herald used
the story in 1864 saying that Smith had "shot down Commander Wainwright after he had surrendered." Writing from Havana in December,
1864, Smith defended himself from this accusation by stating that it was
impossible Hawing to the darkness then prevailing to have distinguished
her commander from any of her officers, particularly so, as he wore no uniform or insignia of his rank." Smith then gave his interpretation of the
burial of Wainwright:
At the close of the action, I had the dead and wounded taken
to shore and cared for. I assisted with my own hands in moving
the corpse of Commander Wainwright to the headquarters of Gen.
Magruder. While doing so, I was informed that he had been a
member of an Order [Masonic] with which I had the honor to be
connected. He was dressed in full uniform and laid out in state.
r ordered the finest coffin that could be found, and paid for the
Bame out of my own private purse. Although I met and fought
him as an enemy, I admired his undaunted courage and bravery,
and hence paid every respect to his remains.
He was buried with military and Masonic honors. I among
many other Confederate officers followed him to his grave. J saw
to the collection and safekeeping of all of his personal effects, including his two swords, which J placed in charge of the senior surviving officer; but they were subsequently sent out to Commodore
BelJ, at that time commanding the United States squadron off
Galveston, with the request that they should be forwarded to his
family in the North, to whom I have every nason to suppose they
were safely delivered. 28
The issue was l'evived in 1895 by a Galveston Daily News article which
daimed that the fatal shot was fired by a member of Green's Brigade.
The article stated that Lt. James V. Riley received Wainwright's sword. lli
This was answered by Leon B. Smith, the son of the naval commander,
who stated that the sword was given to Ensign Jonah M. Wainwright, son
of Jonathan Wainwright, by Leon Smith when the two men met in San
Francisco after the war. AccOl'ding to this account Ensign Wainwright
was wearing the sword at the time that he too met his death by fire from
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the Mexican pirate ship Forward. Philip C. Tucker, III, in an article in
the Southwestern Historical Quarterly, also states that the bodies of both
Wainwright and Lea were buried by Harmony Lodge Number 6, A. F. &
A.M.30

With the Battle of Galveston won and the repol'ts made, the Confederate States Congress passed a resolution of thanks to Magruder, Thomas
Green, Leon Smith, and the other officers and men. While this was being
-done, Magruder and his command were off to perform other deeds. 31
Smith was placed in command of the Harriet Lane by Magruder, but
the Confederate States Navy saw fit to assign her to Lieutenant Joseph
N. Barney, a regular line officer. Barney was in Galveston by February
13, 1863, to take command; but his presence was somewhat resented by
Magruder, who informed the lieutenant that Leon Smith had been recommended for an appointment in the Navy.32 Magruder wanted Smith for
the Hwrriet Lane and Barney was perfectly willing to concede. In summing up, Barney wrote to S. R. Mallory, the Confederate Secretary of the
Navy:
From all I can learn Major Smith is a thorough seaman, of correct
habits, great energy and distinguished courage (as his deeds testify), and should the Government see fit to acknowledge his gallant services by acting upon General M.'s suggestion, I believe that in
command of this ship, in connection with the rest of the vessels
already commanded by him, it would be in his power to render
more efficient service than I, under the circumstances, could do. 33
Barney later explained that he made the recommendation because he
felt that the presence of two forces afloat under different organizations and with independent commanders would tend to produce confusion
and discord. Barney talked with Magruder and found that the general
would not consider relinquishing command of the "cotton clad" fleet led by
Leon Smith. 340 The Harriet Lane was blockaded in Galveston some fifteen
months before she escaped to Havana as a blockade runner loaded with
<:otton. 35
As for Smith, he was given the title "Commander, Marine Department of Texas," by order of General Magruder.
In June, 1863, when the Federal fleet blockading Galveston was increased and Magruder feared another attack, he ordered Smith to "cause
all the gunboats lying in the waters to be prepared for action and directed
to proceed to Galveston Bay."36 In June Magruder once again recommended that Smith be appointed a Commander in the Navy, and once again
no action was taken on the recommendation. 31
In early August Magruder was uninformed on the movements of Smith,
and he sent an inquiry to the Marine Coinmander. Smith was at Velasco,
neld in by a strong wind, but had prepared to "run the gauntlet of an enterprising enemy." He was on his way to Matagorda Bay with the John
F. Carr, the Mary Hill, and the Alamo, and had established a line of signal
scouts along the coast to give warning in case of the appearance of the
E::nemy.38 The report was penned on August 9, 1863, and one week later
Smith had successfully moved to DeCrow's Point, Matagorda Bay and had
reported to the Commanding Officer at Indianola. 3D He placed the steamer
John F. Carr, commanded by Captain S. K. Brown, and the Alamo at Sa-
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luria for defensive purposes. On the return trip to Houston, the Mary Hill
was left at Velasco.4o, For the remainder of the month Smith "inspected"
his department. On September 5 he was at Orange and his objective was
to report on the condition of the Texas and New Orleans Railroad. n
That was the day that United States Major General William B. Franklin and 5,000 men sailed from New Orleans with the plan of attacking and
capturing Fort Griffin and Sabine Pass. Two days later they arrived off
the Sabine bar, and the following afternoon, on September 8, the Battle
of Sabine Pass occurred. Lieutenant Dick Dowling was the Confederate
officer commanding the garrison at Fort Griffin. Leon Smith was at Beaumont when he heard the news that nine Fe-deral vessels were at Sabine
Pass. He immediately ordered all Confederate troops-a total of 80 men
aboard the steamer Roebuck-and sent them down the Neches River to battle. As heavy firing could be heard in Beaumont, Smith and Captain W.
Spaulding Good raced to Sabine Pass on horseback, beating the Roebuck
by some three hours. 42 They arrived Just as two enemy gunboats-the
Clifton and the Sachem---eame within range of Fort Griffin. Smith summarized the battle: flFor one hour and a half a most terrific bombardment
of grape, canister, and shell was directed upon our devoted, heroic little
band within the fort. The shot struck in every direction, but thanks be to
God, not one of that noble Davis Guards was hurt. "i.S In the end, the
Federals were repelled, some four hundred prisoners taken, and two gunboats-the Clifton and the Sachem---captured. Dick Dowling paid tribute
to Smith Hfor his activity and energy in saving and bringing the vessels
into port."44 Magruder, in his report to General Cooper, was more generous to Smith. Magrudel' wrote:

Commodore Leon Smith and Capt. W. S. Good, of the Ordnance
department, arrived at the fort during the engagement, passing
through the enemy's fire to reach it. Both deserve great credit for
their gallantry. Commodore Smith, seizing the flags, stood with
it upon the ramparts, and stimulated the men by his example and
words. I cannot commend too highly this sensible, heroic, and
useful officer . . ."45
The defeat at Sabine Pass was a humiliating one for the Federal forces
and a great morale builder for the Confederates. Both the eli/ron and the
Sachem were put to use in Smith's "Marine Department" as he returned
to Galveston.
In late September, Smith once again returned to Sabine Pass, this time
to take charge of the captured schooner Manhasset. This he did to Magruder's satisfaction, with the result that the vessel was saved.46 By November Federal forces were threatening the lower Texas coast at Indianola,
to once again Leon Smith was sent to the scene of action as Magruder's
representative.
The instructions to Colonel W. R. Bradfute, the commander at Indianola, stated that Bradfute was to assemble the vessels along with "companies of sharpshooters" and artillery, and place them at the disposal of
Leon Smith. Captain Edmund P. Turner, the adjutant, concluded the orders with: IlMajor General Magruder trusts that you will afford him
LSmithl every facility that he may require/'41 Some dissension developed
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between Bradfute and Smith. On November 28, Federal troops laid siege
to Fort Esperanza and the following day the Confederate forces retreated.
Smith had two steamers in the bay, the John F. GaTT and the Cora, and
eleven small vessels. Aboard the Carr were thirty men, ten of whom
were HCaptain Rice's worst men, who cannot read a word of English,"
with the balance of the detachment coming from the "militia, who cannot
tell their nostrils from a double barreled shot gun." Under these conditions, Smith chose not to attack. He fought defensively until December
11, 1863, when he was once again ordered to Galveston to take command
of the naval forces in that area. 48
Early in 1864 Brigadier General William Steele was assigned to command the defenses at Galveston, and, since his chain of command soon
crossed with that of Leon Smith's Marine Department, Steele addressed
Bn inquiry to Magruder's Chief of Staff, Brigadier General J. E. Slaughter, concerning the state of affairs with regard to water transportation.
Steele found it difficult to reconcile the existing situation "with the ordinary
rules of military propriety." He pointed out that his command was split
and that steamboats were necessary to reinforce Bolivar Point and Pelican
Spit. Steele went one step further in his protest when he explained that
the forts were weakened when the artillery men were drawn from them
and placed on duty with the gunboats. In summing up his request, the
new commander stated that HWhatever may be the relations of the boats
in the bay to my command, I cannot consent to have orders sent direct to
officers under my command-nor can I permit citizen employes to give
orders to officers under my command."49
General Magruder's reply to his subordinate General Steele was swift
and straight:
Commodore Smith is a naval officer, and all the gun-boats are
under his control, and of COurse the officers and men aboard her
are subject only to his orders. For the sake of convenience, all
the transports ,are also placed under the command of Commodore
Smith, and when needed quartermasters are required to apply to
him or his representative at Galveston. The captains of these
gun-boats are necessarily seamen, and all persons on board must
of necessity be under their orders. The civil law, if the military
does not, covers this case, but heretofore no objection has been
made by the officer on this duty to obeying the orders of the captains of the boats. In addition to this, the harbor police have been
placed under the control of Commodore Smith. 110
Correspondence on this subject reached Smith on March 30, and he ably
defended his activities by stating that his personnel had rendered efficient
service for one and one-half years and that they would continue to do so
when weather permitted and the service did not conflict with orders from
the commanding generaI.51 Official correspondence on the problem was
closed, but no doubt hard feelings lingered.
The status of Leon Smith in the Confederate forces is an interesting
question. Variously referred to as lieutenant, captain, major, colonel, and
commodore, Smith entered the Confederate service as a volunteer. Re·
peatedly recommended for a naval commission by General Magruder, Smith
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was never mustered into either naval or army service. On several occasions Magruder mentioned his Marine Commander as a commissioned officer
in the Confederate Navy, but Smith's name did not appear on the commissioned list. The position held by him rested entirely on his personal relationship with Magruder, who had the utmost faith in Smith's abilities.
This feeling was cemented by the daring deeds attributed to Smith.
The Marine Department of the Military District of Texas, New Mexico,
and Arizona consisted of small vessels which maneuvered along the coast
of Texas and in the inland navigable rivers. Mostly they were used for
coastal defense and for performing routine transportation duties. The
departmental headquarters were at Houstort, where Magruder and his
staff were housed, while the three main sub-headquarters of the Marine
Department were at Sabine Pass, Galveston, and Matagorda Bay. At
these points Smith had Captain L. C. Irwin, Captain Henry S. Lubbock,
and Captain S. K. Brown in charge of the respective waters. Smith him2elf shifted with the changing fortunes of battle, but, so far as can be
detennined, he remained a volunteer sailor to the end.
As the weary year 1864 passed, Magruder and his troops had conlZtructed the land fortifications to a point that Smith and his Marine Department were needed less and less for defense purposes. In March most
of the Confederate troops were transferred from Texas to Louisiana for
use in repelling Banks's Red River Campaign. On August 17, "Commodore'l Leon Smith was, at his own request, relieved from duty in the Marine Department and Captain Henry S. Lubbock appointed as his successor. Smith was to report "by letter" to the Confederate Secretary of the
Navy. Magruder took the occasion to give his old companion in arms a
warm compliment:
The Commanding General deems this a fitting occasion to express his high appreciation of the valuable services rendered the
country by the Marine Department, its officers and men, under the
able management of this gaUant and distinguished officer, whose
dauntless intrepidity, energy, and devotion to the best interests of
our cause, have won for the Texas fleet a fame second to none in
our Navy, and for himself an imperishable name upon the page
of history.52
In printing the order, the Houston Daily Telegraph editorially endorsed
Magruder's comments, with the belief that Smith's future career would
be more spectacular than his past. The editorial mentioned rather cas~
uaUy that the Navy Department was sending Smith to London.53
This article was picked up by the newspapers of New York City, when
it was read by one D. J.. Baldwin. He fired a letter to William H. Seward.
United States Secretary of State, who sent it on to the Navy Secretary.
Gideon WeHes. This letter indicates the depth of the enemy's feelings for
Smith:
He is a very daring, skillful, bold, and successful villain, whom
God has permitted and circumstances have formed into a pirate.
For two years past, to my knowledge, he has had private subscriptions on foot in Texas whereby to procure and arm Eo very swift
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steamship in England with which to prey upon the commerce of
his native land and nation. He obtained all he needs of cotton
from planters, and has now, doubtless, obtained all he needs for
his purpose. He is a man of enormous energy and capacity, enterprising and unscrupulous; he will go into his piratical scheme
with all the vim that secesh grafted upon renegade can promise.
I write this to you, sir, because you can inform the minister in
Britain to look out for the "Lion Smith:" and the Secretary of
the Navy to put a tiger upon the lion's trail, or the rather, an
honest man in an honest ship after the pirate scoundrel.
His scheme has been a favorite one since the opening of the
rebellion, and if he ever gets to sea he will make the treasure ships
of the California lines exceedingly scarce. He is a very good
navigator, and one of the most dangerously capable men in the
rebel category.54
The Federals believed that Smith was to get a steamer in London, return

to the Pacific, and make short work of United States commerce and treas·
ure ships along the coast of California.
After being relieved in the Marine Department, Smith did not immediately stop his military activities. He captured a United States schooner,
the Fwreme Bearn, at the mouth of the Rio Grande in September, 1864. M
From the Confederate side, the purchase of the steamer in England was
actually conceived by General Magruder. The plan was for Smith to go
to England, via Havana, acquire and arm the steamer, and return it safely
to Galveston. 56
The mariner arrived in Havana in November, where his presence was
noted by Thomas S. Savage, the United States Vice Consul. He immediately forwarded the message to Gideon Welles that Smith was to command a "Steamer of about 800 tons." Welles sent the message to Commodore Thomas T. Craven of the USS Niagara but changed the place of
departure to Liverpool. Craven was lI enjoined to be vigilant" because
Smith was said to be a "bold and enterprising man."57 The departure
date, according to Welles' information, was to be between December 10
and 15, but as late as December 19 the commander of the Niagara cabled
Welles that he hoped it was not yet too late to receive information to enable him to intercept the steamer fitted out by Smith. 58
The vigilance of the United States Navy was all for naught in this
case, for Smith was detained at Havana. While there he found that the
Confederate steamer Wren was without a pilot and that none of the crew
knew the Texas coast. As the vessel was bound for Galveston, Smith ran
the Federal blockade and piloted her in safely. He returned to Havana,
and while he was thus engaged Magruder reported that "the steamer from
England-arrived safely in Galveston with cargo." Writing in April,
1865, Magruder had been informed that "Lieutenant Smith will bring in
a valuable Confederate steamer, probably at the next dark of the moon."51J
This incident ends the known Confederate career of Leon Smith.
After the Confederate surrender he drifted to Havana, and then went
to Pacific waters and San Francisco, where he and his wife and son were
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living when the American government negotiated with Russia for the
purchase of Alaska. 60 On October 18, 1867, the great north country be-came the property of the United States. By March 1, 1869, Leon Smith
and his family had settled at Fort Wrangel, Alaska, to trade with the
.Eoldiers and the Stickine Indians. 61

United States Trading Post at Wrangel, Alaska
The post at Wrangel was garrisoned by the Second Artillery battery
commanded by Lieutenant William Borrowe. The unit was a part of
the Military Division of the Pacific which was commanded by Brevet Gen'E'ral Jeff C. Davis at San Francisco. Aside from the military, the area
was inhabited by some 500 Stickine, or Stick, Indians as they were named
by the Americans. The Indians lived primarily on fish and game and provided themselves with clothing by trading and trapping furs. For the
most part they were an honest tTibe and were well disposed toward the
Anglo-Americans. The special Indian Commissioner in the area, Vincent
Colyer, was quite disturbed at the influence the soldiers were exerting on
the Indians through the use of liquor, but most of the time life at Fort
'Vrangel was harmonious, even though tempers did flare on occasion. 62
The Wrangel trading post and bowling alley was operated by a partnership of William King Lear and Leon Smith. No details of this operation
are available but one can visualize the scene as soldiers and Indians mixed
freely, drinking, playing cards, bowling, and trading with the proprietors.
Beer and porter were the only intoxicants anowed legally on the post, but
as was usually the case in such places, whiskey was on occasion smuggled
lTI.
In this atmosphere of the north country Leon Smith was truly a
"Tyhee"-a man of importance.
Only one episode concerning Smith is known for this period of his life.
On October 29, 1869, an Indian, who was passing the trading post, was
grabbed by Smith and given a hard shaking. At the time Smith believed
that the Indian had struck his son, Leon H., and the father wanted to insure that it did not happen again. Two drunken soldiers then took the
Indian and beat him rather soundly. Colyer, the Indian agent, demanded
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their arrest, but the investigating officer, Lieutenant M. R. Loucks, quieted
the affair without arresting anyone. Later, Smith discovered that the
Indian had not hit tlie boy after all.63
As Christmas, 1869, arrived, Leon Smith could think back to that same
day seven years previously when his commander and friend J John B. Magruder, gave him just two days to prepare a flotilla for an attack on Galveston. Little did he realize that this Christmas would be his last.

The trouble started late Christmas night as Mrs. Jacob Miller, a laundress and the wife of an army sergeant, shook hands with a Stick Indian
named Lowan/14 For some strange reason, Lowan bit off the third finger
of Mrs. Muller's right hand. When Lieutenant Loucks attempted to arrest
Lowan, a fight ensued, and Lowan was killed. This apparently ended the
affair, since Louck dismissed his men, but Scutd-doo, a friend of Lowan's,
bad seen the incident and determined to get revenge. At 10 a.m. on December 26, shots were heard near the Smith and Lear trading post. Lieutenant Loucks investigated, and found Leon Smith l'lying on his breast
upon a low stump alongside the plank wall, with arms extended and a
revolver pistol fallen from the grasp of the right hand." Smith was taken
to the post hospital, where it was found that fourteen bullets had "penetrated the body on the left side, just below the heart, and three in the left
wrist!' He lingered on for some thirteen hours before he died at 11 p.m.,
December 26, 1889. Lieutenant Borrowe reported that "His sufferings
were terrible, and death must have been a relief." Smith's body was put
on the steamer Newbern and taken to San Francisco, where the burial
took place.
Upon investigation the murderer was discovered to be the Stick Indian
Scutd-doo, who after some difficulty was delivered to the military forces
for trial. The court-martial jury consisted of Lieutenants Borrowe and
Loucks, William K. Lear, post trader, and Acting Assistant Surgeon H.
M. Kirke. Scutd·doo's status was never in dOUbt, since five chiefs of the
tribe testified to his guilt. His hanging was decreed at mid-day, December 29, 1869. The execution was to take place in the presence of the
troops, citizens, the five chiefs, and the body was to remain hanging
until nightfall, when the Indian's friends could remove it. When the sen~
tence was read, Scutd-doo replied u very well, that he had killed a tyhee,
and not a common man; that he would see Mr. Smith in the other world,
and, as it were, explain to him how it all happened; that he did not intend
to kill Mr. Leon Smith, particularly; had it been anyone else, it would
have been the same."65
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TRAVELS AND TRIBULATIONS
OF A YOUNG EAST TEXAS LAWYER, 1849·50
MARY S. ESTILL
Sunday, May 12th, 1850-Came today to Jasper.i

Rode over a bad
road-aeres of mud-high waters, etc.-about 24 miles. Stopped
at a nice [1] tavern where children were predominant-scolding
old Lady with most peculiarly whining enunciation-dirty table
cloth-bad coffee, ete.-oh! the varieties of a Lawyer's life in

Texas.
Thus wrote twenty-two year old Franklin B. Sexton of San Augustine,
Texas, a small East Texas town noted at the time for its distinguished
local bar personnel. The record is neatly penciled in a hand-sized memorandum book which the young lawyer carried with him on certain of his
expeditions and which served the dual purpose of account book for the
listing of current expenditures and diary in which to enter intermittently,
briefly and pungently both facts and comments.*
Young Sexton's memoranda throw light on East Texans of more than
a hundred years ago which may easily be compared or contrasted, as the
case may be, with the same area today; on prices and, perhaps, customs
of dress and recreation of a fastidious young man of another day; and on
the personality of an impressionable youth who was earnest as both Mason
and Episcopalian. Certain entries reflect, also, the timeless sentiments of
romantic youth.
Because a candidate for the legal profession in the 1840's and 1850's
not be licensed to practice law in Texas before he was twenty-one
years of age, a special act of the legislature was required in 1848 to enable
two twenty-year old Texans, one of them Franklin Sexton, to become
lawyers 'after they had stood their bar examinations. The young Sexton
had read law, as the custom was, in the offices of experienced lawyers j his
legal apprenticeship was served with James Pinckney Henderson, Governor
of Texas, 1846-1847, and with O. M. Roberts, later a governor of Texas.
The two San Augustine lawyers were well known and highly regarded in
the profession.
~ould

The only son of Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Sexton, Franklin had grown up
in the small East Texas town where the two men practiced. At the time
of the diary's composition, the elder Sexton had died, and Franklin and
his mother, Emily H. Sexton, were left alone in the San Augustine home.
She was herself a strong character, as the reader of her own fragmentary
diary can judge-a woman who loved her flowers and who saw to it that
her son secured the best education available in those parts.
Because of seasonal rains and the absence of railroads, travel across
·Thia diary is in the possession of Mary S. Estill, Huntsville.
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country was apparently restricted largely to horseback, at least for a man
traveling alone or wi~h a male companion. On Thursday, November 8,
1850, Sexton made this entry:
Left Crockett2 about 8 A.M.-16 mis. to Trinity3 River-found
it very high-water rising----croBsed at 12 M.-Passed (just over

the river) a large prairie almost entirely under water-an endless
succession of blue waters stretched out as far as eye could see-one of the grandest sights I ever beheld. Dined at a brook [?]
made coffee for ourselves-excellent too. Passed over much poor
land. Came to H.S.W. 4 at night-Log Cabin presenting a miserable exterior but containing more comfort than one would suppose-Entertained by a fiddle played by an old negro pretty well.~

Regarding a journey to New Orleans,6 "of what kind I hardly knownot pleasure exclusively as that term is understood by gentlemen of elegant leisure and heirs of a hundred thQusand a year," Sexton says this
on Monday, February 11, 1850:
After 2% days ride, the last one of which was over a road
composed principally of mud and water, arrived at Natchitoches,
La. 7-a terrible place filled as was the road with mud. Stopped
at a tavern infested with dogs and gamblers. Fortunately found
a Free Mason LodgeS in session, attended and was much pleased
-Treated with much kindness and courtesy.

Tuesday 12 Feby-Horrible gloomy and rainy day. In the evening
left on board S.B. J. T. Doswell [?] for N. O. Wrote to Ma and
thought much concerning her. May God help and protect her.
Good boat-not many passengers.
18th Wednesday night-Arrived at Alexandria 9-walked about a
little at night-streets full of water-found 1 or 2 old acquaintances-the town is certainly revolutionized-most of myoid acquaintances and I had many are either dead or removed-found
and heard from my friends in N. a.-most highly wrote account
of Miss K.lO-she is said to be a reigning Belle in the city-a very
moderate lawyer, has not much to hope for from her smiles.
The boat left Alexandria «a little after 12 o'clock at night" (on Friday,
February 15). On the next day, the moderate young lawyer wrote:
Read the end of a novel this morning-entitled "George St.
Julian or the Prince"l1_pretty good-a stricture on English specUlation-Passengers endeavored very philosophically to amuse
themselves by solving puzzles. Passed the mouth of Red River
and entered the "Father of Rivers" the mighty Mississippi-about
4 o'clock P.M. It is truly the Amazon of North America-the
great connecting link-the consolidating element between the
prejudices, interests, and hopes of this mighty confederacy.-It
possesses more power in preserving and perpetuating "Our glorious union" than hosts of fulminating politicians or heartless and
intriguing aspirants., It is the channel through which the products
of industry and commerce of every part of the U. S. are taken to
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market as well as the great and unfailing medium of intercommunication between her citizens. And while ever men continue
to be actuated by their own interest, the desire to use freely and
unmolestedly this great highway will bind faster and faster the
ligaments of the federal unionP2 But enough of political economy.
Had an elegant dinner-passed the day variously. Have a very
agreeable stateroom companion (a master mason), Bro. L. R.
Wolmesley13-a very clever fellow, I think-weather quite cool.
God direct me on my course on this trip-May it not be profitless.
God help and protect my dear mother.
17th Sunday-Arrived at N. O. about 'h past 2 P.M.
Over the city, etc. 14

Walked

Nearly three months later Sexton recorded this entry:
Thursday mQrning May 9th, 1850-Left home for Newton County
-in company with Rev. F. Wilson. 16 Rode over poor pine woods
for nearly 25 miles-then came into a section of rich bottomland
badly overflowed, the Bear Creekl1 bottoms-rich land but difficult
to cultivate-Came at night to Hickmans 18-large house-saw the
largest woman I ever saw-great air of comfort-slept badlybad supper.

Friday 10th May-Rode over poor pine woods land most of the day
-My traveling companion is rare and smutty old genius-got
some coffee in the afternoon at Mrs. S.-great familiarity of
servants, etc.
Always sensitive to kindness, courtesy, and culture, Sexton continues:
Arrived at Dr. F--k's-found him absent-his lady a generous,
sensible, and amiable woman-slept pleasantly.
Expenditures conscientiously listed in the little memorandum book show
Sexton to be a young man who engaged in social life of the day, for he
includes items 0:£ clothing and recreation necessary for the young gentleman of society when he visited New Orleans:
Gloves
Cloak
Hack for Mrs. H.
Cards
Cab
2 pro white kid gloves
1 fine buff vest
1 fine shirt
Bouquets (bontonnieres?]
Frock coat

$ 1.00
18.00
1.00
1.25
.75
2.00
5.00
2.25
.20
20.00

His total expenditure for these items was a little over fifty dollars, perhaps one-fourth of their cost in 1964 money.
In his diary are entries referring to attendance on the theater in New
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Orleans; probably the charms of a certain young lady enhanced his
terest in drama. These theatrical evenings are noted thus:
Theatre
Theatre

in~

$5.00
4.00

It is assumed that each entry accounted for two tickets. And an evening
during which he went to see Placide Varieties 19 where there was "obscene
dancing" cost him, according to the notation in his expense account, $2.75.
For ball tickets, when he escorted the charming and flirtatious Miss H--K--, he paid $5.00.

Among listed expenditures which serve as a commentary on the changing value of money are the following:
Shaving and haircutting
Brushing, etc.
Dinner at Clark's
Shavng
Lunch
Washing bill
Dinner at Restaurant
Oranges
Theatre

$ .40
.20
.30
.20
.10
.50

.25
.10
1.00

Listed are also such miscellaneous items as the steamboat fare from
Natchitoches to New Orleans, $10;20 brandy on steamboat, $.50; crossing
Sabine [presumably by ferry, perhaps historic Gaines Ferry] $.20; Omninus $.90 and $.10 [two entries from his New Orleans visit] j "garters for
Ma" $1.75; Board bill $15.00;21 liTo Porter" $.50; Charity (Lodge) $.50.
Especially interesting to this reader of the memoranda are certain
entries which identify Franklin Sexton as a devout Episcopalian even as
a very young man, for this same strain of piety runs through another diary
which he kept thirteen years later (1862-1863) in Richmond, Virginia,
while he was serving as a Confederate Congressman.
On his coming of age, Sunday, April 29, 1849, is this entry:
This day am 21 years of age-a legal man 1 Would I were a
perfect man in goodness and righteousness and durability and
nobleness-in everything that makes man approved in the sight of
God.
Oh God strengthen my resolutions to do better. Uphold me by
thy grace in every good and generous and honorable understaking
-and finally bring me to the reality of eternal felicity, for
Christ's sake.

Thus, Episcopal F. B. Sexton's prayer has the devout flavor of Puritan
John Milton's desire on his "having arrived at the age of twenty-three"
to live lias ever in my great Taskmaster's eye."
A few days later-{)TI May' 2, 1849-his entry includes this fervent
petition: "Oh God make and keep me true, faithful, and worthy. Make
me a good Mason. Years later, Sexton filled the highest state office in
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masonry, that of Grand Commander of the Knights-Templar of Texas;
and a masonic lodge in East Texas was named for him. It is not surprising, then, to find this young man, at times passionately earnest, writing:
"May God direct me (for Jesus' sake) so that I may realize as much
~arthly happiness as 1s permitted human destiny."
Possibly most interesting in the little diary of serious young Sexton
!Lre sentiments regarding one or another young lady. At any rate, they
are doubtless universal, regardless of time and country, in the impressionability and youthful ardor which they reflect, and his agonized uncertainties may well be appreciated by youths a hundred years later-in East
Texas and elsewhere.

March 4th, 1849, Sunday-Started to .sabine L:ourt 21-leaving Ma
unwell and feeling much concerned about her. God protect and
preserve her! Thought much of a subject that late has troubled
me-marriage-would I be happy if I were to •..• Is there such
a thing in the world as love? Is it all a boyish dream-a creation
of ardent hope? Is it nonsense and only meant to be ridiculed by
the mercenary or scorned by the philosopher? Well may it be so-(it is a pleasant delusion, however) . . .
May IS-Arrived at S. T.22 after riding some distance in the rain.
Went to Maj. K's 23-saw Miss R.24-found her in elegant slovenliness just out of the garden. Wild as ever. Am much pleased
with her. She has much mind-I think she has a sweet disposition. Remained at Mr. K's aU through afternoon and night. It
rained constantly. Hope my destiny is not to be as gloomy as the
weather now is.-Can't ten much as to prospects. Hardly know
what to think or how to act.
May 17th, 1849-Started to Sabine Co. on an expedition of love.
Arrived at S. T., found the bird flown. Absent with Mrs.-tt>some 12 or 14 miles distant-found her [Miss R, presumably]
and-and-and-

Slept little at night for thought-headache-Oh God direct
and govern me.

May 18th-Nonsense. All ended I reckon.
-when I do I think I will know it.

I have fi6t loved yet

Apparently the words of this earnest young man were prophetic, for
among later entries are these of the following year made on his excursion
to New Orleans, already noted:

18 Monday [February, 1850]-Saw my friends.
K to the Theatre. She is lovely and beautiful.

Went with Miss

20 Wednesday-Theater at night etc. Miss Cushman 25 performed
a masculine character; did not like it. Saw Miss K again-more
and more attractive.
22 Friday-Gala da}' in the city.

Military show etc. Going to a
Ball tonight with Miss K-nearly forced into it.-Hope I am not
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doing wrong-I go more as a matter of curiosity than otherwise
-Oh God keep me in the path of prudence and piety and let me
not be led into temptation in this great city.

29rd Saturday-Theatre at night.

Henry 8th.

Pleased.

27th Wednesday-Very anxious to get home.-Went to K's at
night. Ice cream etc. Acted the fool most supremely.
March 1st Friday-Spent the evening and night at Mr. K'sSaid a good many things--perhaps they had as well been unsaid.

Feel decidedly smitten. Oh tis most sad that women are so often
and so deeply interested in the mushroom exhalations of pimpering, butterfly genius.-Feel that there is a doubt whether my affection is not unheeded.-Miss K is beautiful beyond my powers
of description-yet I fear she is disposed to harmless (1) flirtation. I would not for the world be made the subject of heartless
sacrifice, but I do love her and cannot help it.-Tis strange that
when a man is in the presence of a woman he loves, he oft becomes utterly bereft of the power of utterance-feeling is so
powerful that expression is suppressed.
March 2nd-In the evening went by to see Miss H~-- K--. Said
some more foolish things (maybe)-hope they may not prove entirely so ..•• I feel more and more bound to W. H. D. Senior.
. . . He is much my friend.-His daughter (But my head or heart
are not in proper mood to speak of her).

Left N.O. about 6 P.M.••.
The conscientiousness and pious spirit of this young man of twentyone and twenty-two, already noted in the little diary, is found elsewhere:
March 5th, 1849-Court dull. Conversing with my friend p ••what disposition sometimes manifests itself to discant upon the
failings of others. It should be suppressed-l'to err is human."

March 2nd, 1850-0 God grant me a speedy and safe return to my
dear mother and grant that I may not incur her displeasure in
any feature of my conduct and Oh, forbid heavenly Father, that
I should incur thine! Oh, heavenly Father, help me to labor for
the time to come to make an honest living in this world and oh
keep me in a state of continual preparation for death and neverending felicity.
Typical of young Sexton's tendency to mingle fact and reflection are
the coneluding entries in the little diary. The last one of all, very brief,
reflects the despondency which lawyers of those uncertain days in a frontier·like region no doubt occasionally experienced. He must indeed have
needed the encouragement he found in his religious faith and in his masonic experiences.
Saturday, 11th May [1850l-This morning rode off to Colonel
B--k's at Burkeville, Newton 26-found him quite agreeable gentleman-saw him with reference to my business with him-he seems
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disposed to do all that he can in liquidation of his debts-but
lacks the means-made some negotiations-gave his notes-made
some propositions 'which I will submit to my client-he is melancholy illustration often result of extravagance and misguided
wealth. He has been very wealthy and has enjoyed every luxury
that wealth could command, but now through extravagance and
probably some misfortune he is deeply involved in debts-pressed
by creditors and in straitened circumstances-Oh, Lord, save me
ever from debt! Entertained very hospitably and kindly during
the day-Col. B. has a most beautiful residence-most tastefully
and profusely decorated with shrubbery-read some interesting
pieces in Graham's Magazine. 27

Tuesday 14th-Judge R28 and bar arrived today-Times dullas prospect of fees-dreariness etc.

FOOTNOTES
IJasper: In 1850, population of Jasper County totaled 1,767 (1,226
whites, 541 Negroes); the county was known as a plantation center. In
1840, a traveler estimated the town's population as 40; in 1857 another
gave the population as 400. (Texas Almanac, 1850 j 1857)
zIn 1858 edition of Texas Almanac, Crockett is said to have five to six
hundred buildings, mostly of wood.
aTrinity River was usually navigable and cotton was sent by steamboat

to the Gulf j when not navigable, ox and mule wagons were used for transportation from Houston.
"Unknown.
5The reader is reminded of the Old County Fiddlers' convention held
each year in Crockett which attracts experts from the entire area.
spossibly from Grand Ecore, shipping point on the Sabine, by way of
the Red River and the Mississippi.
TNatchitoches, La. Established about 1714 as a trading and military
post, the town is the oldest town in the State and was named for a tribe
of the Caddo Indians, the Natchitoches (Hchinquapin," Uchestnut--or
pawpaw--eaters"). In 1803, after the Louisiana Purchase, American settlers of whom there were never many, from states to the north and east,
found 4l a quaint little French-Spanish town unconcerned with affairs outside its own small world." Louisiana, p. 299.
8The diarist was an earnest Mason much of his life, as is evident in
facts known of his later years.
t1Alexandria, l.<luisiana, on the northern bank of the Red River, was
formally laid out in 1810 by Alexander Fulton, landowner and merchant,
and named for his infant daughter. It is said that the first railroad west
of the Mississippi, only 'forty miles long, was begun in 1837 and ran from
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Alexandria south to Bayou Hauffpauer, bringing cotton and sugarcane
from the plantations of lower Rapides Parish to steamboats on the Red
River. Through the years an extensive, lucrative business developed in
transporting steamboat cargoes around the rapids (around which in the
early 1850's a tramway was constructed). Between 1810 and 1820 steamboat traffic increased on the Red River and Alexandria began to thrive.
Louisiana. a Guide to the State, American Guide Series. New York:
Hastings House, 1941, pp. 240-241lOMiss K-unidentifiable.
llSearch for author and date of publication fruitless.
12Pondering on the great North American river, Sexton evidently felt
moved to record his reflections in rolling phrases. Would that history had
not proved him a poor prophet.
13Brother L. K. Wolmesley-unknown.
HNew Orleans in 1850: a city (116,375 inhabitants) of cultural interests and social activity, also by frequent plagues, largely caused, no doubt,
by filth and mosquitoes. Gambling and theft are said to have flourished
at the time. In 1840, New Orleans had become the fOllIth city in the
United States, and was second only to New York as a port. Louisiana,
p.46.
15N ewton

County: Probably for Burkeville, Newton County's chief town.

16Rev. F. Wilson: Francis Wilson, uperhaps the most remarkable man
among aU the early Methodist ministers in Texas" and a most colorful
figure who "toiled incessantly in the establishment and maintenance of
the Wesleyan College of San Augustine." (Crockett, Two Centuries in
East Texas, p. 276)
17Bear Creek rises in extreme west central Sabine County and flows
zmuth to form a portion of the boundary between San Augustine and Jasper
Counties. (Handbook of Texas, I)
18Hickman's-unknown.
19P1acide Varieties: HVarietyJl_a nineteenth century American term
for "vaudeville." As early as 1792, the team of Placide and Martin is
Eaid to have done somersaults over tables and chairs.
2°Steamboats on the rivers: "The period from 1830 to 1860 was the
golden age of the steamboat [on the rivers]. Fifteen hundred ton vessels
were not uncommon. Skilled chefs and fine orchestras were featured on
the floating palaces whose passengers came from aU walks of life." (Louisiana, a Gu.ide. t'o the State. p. 81.)
21Sabine Court, held at Milam, oldest town in Sabine County and its
county seat, 1835~1858. An early port of entry to Texas. Later well
known for two large race courses. (HandbQQk of Texas, II)
22S. T.-Sabine Town, eight miles east of Hemphill. In the 1840's and
1850's, Sabinetown was a shipping and distribution center of the area. It
was known as a cotton production center, and for its customhouse, whole~
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sale house. clock factory, tanyard, and Indian trading post.
of Texas, II)

(Handbook

2SMajor K's-Probably Major David S. Kaufman, distinguished Btatea~
laan and patriot of Texas as a republic and as a state, for whom Kaufman
County was named.

2'MisB R-Doubtless Miss Eliza Richardson, later Mrs. Franklin B.
Sexton. Her sister married Major Kaufman.
2:iMiss Cushman-Charlotte Saunders Cushman, American actress, born
in BostoD, was on the stage from 1835 to 1868, and toured the United
States, 1849-52. She was one among many noted actors who appeared in
New Orleans during these years. Others were' Edwin Booth, Lola Montez,
Charles Keane, Charles Macready, and Fanny Eisler.
26Newton_1t ln 1846, Newton County's first county court met at Burke-ville in the home of Mrs. Nancy Cooper, but the county seat was moved
to Newton in 1853." (Handbook of T"",as, I)
27Grahatm's Magazine--complete title: Graham's American Monthly
Magazine of Literature, Art, and Fashion. Published in Philadelphia
from January, 1826, through December, 1858.

28Judge R-Judge John H. Reagan, 1818-1905. Distinguished lawyer
and statesman, u a man of great charm and long devotion to public service." (Handbook of Te%aB, II)
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EARLY SCHOOLS IN JASPER COUNTY
It. B. MARTIN

The first step toward establishment of free public education in TexaS'
was made in 1838 when the Congress of the Republic made grants of four
leagues of land (17,712 acres) to each of the counties for the BUpport of
public schools.' It must be admitted that these grants yielded little or no
revenue, and, after annexation, the State tried again, under the Consti.
tution of 1845, to provide for a system of public schools. However, it was
not until 1854, during the administration of Governor Elisha M. Pease,
that actual cash revenue began to dribble from the treasury to the com·
Dlunities by way of the commissioners' courts.

On November 10, 1854, State Treasurer James H. Raymond complained
that he was unable to make any apportionment of school funda to certain
counties for the simple reason that assessors and collectors had failed to
send in the required reports. Three weeks later in his- report to Governor
Pease, the treasurer showed that Jasper County had complied with every
requirement and had been allotted $354.02 for the 671 scholastics of the
county for that year. 2
For the schOOl year of 1857-1858 the Jasper County Commissioners'
Court authorized the distribution of public school funds to schools in fifteen districts, and, on May 17, 1857, County Treasurer G. W. Rose reported
that the amount in the uSchool Fund" was $408.50. 3 The next year on
May 17, 1858, the county treasurer reported a "Ballance in Treasury" for
the schools of $1,608.24.'
The effort to establish sound public schools had indeed been made, but
those who wanted to do more for their children still relied upon tutors and
private schools. This was especially true for education beyond the elementary level.
The first institution of higher learning chartered in Jasper County
was the Jasper Collegiate Institute. It was sponsored by interested citi~
2ens and continued in existence for fifteen years, fulfilling the educational
needs of Jasper and surrounding communities. The charter, dated November 24, 1851, provided for a board of eleven members. They were:
J. T. Armstrong
William Allen
Fayben Adams
John Blewitt
R. C. Doom
Z. Williams Eddy

R. C. McFarlane
John H. McRae
William H. Neyland
William S. Neyland
Seymour White

The trustees were given complete control of all school property and were
empowered to make all rules and regulations for the government of the
school. The purpose of the Institute, as stated in the charter, was "the
promotion of useful knowledge and the advancement of the sciences."~
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The first session of the Jasper Collegiate Institute opened in the fall
of 1851 with Professor Marcus Aurelius Montrose as head and his wife as
assistant. Mr. Montrose held a Master of Arts degree from the University
of Edinburgh, Scotland, and had taught at San Augustine, Nacogdoches,
Fanthorp,~ and LaGrange.
He was a capable school man, and under his
direction the school flourished. The Institute was co-educational, but every
precausion was taken to keep the boys and girls separated. After an intermission or at the beginning of the dav, boys lined up on one side of the
building under the supervision of Montrose, and the girls lined up en the
-other side under the direction of Mrs. Montrose. When the studenls
marched into the building, the boys sat on one side of a room, the girls on
the other side.?
Montrose remained head of the Jasper Collegiate In~titute for three
-years, and was succeeded by a Professor Shields, who- served but a year or
so. Professor J. B. Thornton followed Shields and was assisted by his
wife. The Thorntons were capable teachers, but .served the Jasper Colle.giate Institute only a year or two before going to New Orleans to take
charge of a school described as an "unmanageable l t boys school. D. W.
Steele, also an excellent school man, succeeded Thornton. Under his
guidance, the Institute prospered, and many young people from neighboring communities attended as boarding pupils.
The Civil War all but ended Jasper Collegiate Institute, and Steele resigned in 1863. After the war ended, Elisha Seale reorganized the school
and served as headmaster for a year. He was followed, in the order
named, by George Rose, O. M. Marsh, Charles S. Douglas, W. R. Blackshear, and R. M. Humphrey each of whom, except for the last named, remained in the position but one year. Humphrey stayed three years, and
under his leadership Jasper Collegiate Institute reached its peak, but at
the end of his administration the school closed its doors, givjng place to
a larger and more efficient institution. 8
The new school, known as Southeast Texas Male and Female College,
was promoted also by a group of Jasper citizens. In order to obtain funds
for erection of a building, a company was organized, and stock was sold
to the public. When completed, the building was a long, two-storied house
with one very large room on each floor. As the school grew, these large
rooms were partitioned and new rooms added. The first board of trustees..
Mnsisted of the following men:
Lipscomb Norbell
W. H. Ford
W. J. B. Adams
G. W. Norsworthy
P. T. Renfro

E. I. Kellie
Adam Adams

James Lee
D. J. Henderson

The new college opened September 2, 1878. C. P. McCrohan was presi·
dent; Mrs. McCrohan and C. P. MeCrohan, Jr., were teachers of academic
subjects; and Miss Lou Stegall was the music teacher. During the first
session ninety·two students were enrolled-forty girls and fifty-two boys.
In advertising the school McCrohan promised to include in the course of
study the lOsolidity and severity" of the best universities of the North and
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at the same time "retain all the desirable graces and accomplishments of
the female colleges of. the highest grade."!) To enter the collegiate department a knowledge of reading, orthography, penmanship, etymology, fractions, geography, and history was required. C. P. McCrohan, Jr., who
was in charge of the business department, stated that it was his purpose
to Uinitiate this college in the solidity and severity of its application and
the practical relation to all details."
Music, painting, and pencil and
crayon drawing were included in the arts. Students who completed a given
amount of Latin and Greek would be granted "Classical Diplomas," while
students who fulfilled certain other requirements would be granted "Scientific Diplomas."lo The McCrohan administration lasted five years, and
the school apparently was capably managed and staffed by good teachers,
for it acquired an enviable reputation throughout East Texas.
McCrohan was succeeded as president of the college by S. H. Patrick,
who, after one year, was replaced by the Peacock brothers, D. C. and Wes~
ley. The Peacocks were graduates of the University of Georgia, and both
were first-class school men. Under their management the College reached
the height of success. Its fame spread throughout the country, and boarding students registered from distant places. Faculty members for the first
year of the Peacock administration were:
D. C. Peacock, president of the Collegiate Department;
Wesley Peacock, principal of the High School Department;
Mrs. K. Octavia Tubb, a graduate of the National School of Elocution, Philadelphia, teacher of Elocution and Calisthenics;
Miss V. Yates, student of the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music,
teacher of Instrumental and Vocal Music;
Miss Texana White, Primary teacher.
The Peacock regime lasted for seven years. l1
When the Peacocks left, the school entered a period of decline. A
brother, J. H. Peacock, succeeded them, but he remained only one year and
was replaced by E. E. Barker, whose tenure also was one year. John A.
Smart followed Barker, but he resigned after a few weeks, and M. L.
Moody finished the term in his place. During the session of 1895-1896,
Charles E. Durham was head of the school, but after one year J. H. Gardner replaced him. Under Gardner's leadership, the College entered another
period of prosperity. In 1898, J. H. Synnott and P. C. Scullin assumed
control. Synnott and Scullin were graduates of Cumberland University
and proved to be not only capable teachers but also popular in the commu·
nity. When the school building burned on April 10, 1900, the citizens of
Jasper assured both faculty and trustees that a new building would be
ready in September. The people made good on their promise and erected a
two·story frame building ninety feet long and eighty feet wide, Hwith
broad walls, high ceilings, and perfect ventilation and lighting."12
School opened on schedule with the following teachers:
J. H. Synnott, President;
P. C. Scullin, Principal of the High School Department;
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J. B. Synnott, Principal of the Grammar School Department;
Miss Sadie Scarborough, Principal of the Primary Department;
Captain E. I. Kellie, Military Tactics and Land Surveying,
Reverend K. P. Barton, Chaplain.
The prescribed course of study for the senior year included mathematics
(calculus, mathematical astronomy), science (geology, descriptive astronomy, psychology), English (logic, criticism, essays, debating, orations,
Dante's Inferno). Greek (Xenophon's Anabasis, Homer's Iliad) or German
(Goethe's Faust), Latin (Livy, Tacitus), and parliamentary law. It was
stated that those who should complete "the course entire" would be granted
an A.B. degree. There is no record, however, that any degree was ever
conferred. The enrollment for 1900-1901 was about two hundred, of which
number sixty were boarding students representing ten counties.13
Synnott and Scullin resigned at the end of the spring session in 1902.
They were succeeded by P. I. Hunter, who had as his assistants T. H.
Brady, E. A. Piffley, w. R. Blackshear, Mrs. W. R. Blackshear, and Miss
Eva Dale.14 Professor Hunter remained as president two years and superintendent of the Jasper Public Schools for eight, for in 1904 the Southeast
Texas Male and Female College became a part of the Jasper Public
Schools. Hi

FOOTNOTES
lFrederick Eby, Source Book in the History of Education in Texas
(University of Texas Bulletin, The University of Texas Press, Austin,
1919), 237.

'Ibid., 275.
3Commissioners' Court Minutes, Jasper County, Texas, Vol. A, 146.

'Ibid., 198.
liB. W. Martin, Some Early Educational Institutions in East Texas
(unpublished
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thesis, University of Texas, 1924), 286.

6Now Anderson, Texas.

7B. W. Martin, Some Early Educational Institutions of East Texas, 194.

'Ibid., 195.
9/bid., 200.

lOlbid., 201.
11Ibid., 204.
12The Jasper News-Boy. May 28, 1936.
131bid.

14Walter P. Webb, ed., The Handbook of Texas (2 vols.; The Texas
State Historical Association, Austin, 1962), I, 575.
H'The Ja8per News-Boy, May 28, 1986.
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EAST TEXAS
BY THE EDITOR
The Community Council of Houston County has prepared a brochure
which locates many historical sites in Crockett and in the county. The
brochure invites individuals to visit Crockett, "Paradise in the Pines," and
gives a brief history of the city. The Texas State Historical Survey Com~
mittee has awarded four homes in and near Crockett with medallions.
These homes are: the Rush Taylor home, the J. G. Waller home, the
Charles Bartlett home, and the R. F. Foley home.

The Gregg County Historical and GenealoKical Society was organized
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in April, 1963 with thirteen members. The membership has grown to
sixty·iive members. It is a very active group.
On the invitation of the Jefferson Pilgrimage committee, the Gregg
County Historical and Genealogical Society has entered a float in the 1965
annual Jefferson Pilgrimage parade.
The Gregg County group has also acquired a number of taped interviews which were made by the Junior Chamber of Commerce several years
ago. Many who were interviewed are deceased and the taped interviews
have become valuable history.
The Gregg family, for whom the county was named, have presented
the society with a handsome oil painting of their ancestor General John
Gregg. This painting has been placed in the Nicholson Memorial Library.
The society is also interested in Indian artifacts and documents and
an interesting colleetion has been acquired. Calvin Jones, an archaeologist from the University of Oklahoma, estimates there were at least 150
Indian camp sites in Gregg County.
Biographical sketches of the families of each member of the society
have been requested and as the sketches are received. they are added to
the archives collection.
A recent project is to mark the Cherokee Trace through Gregg County.
Boy Scout Troop 258 is cooperating in this project.
Data is also being collected on the Fredonia Townsite which was located near the Sabine River bridge on the Old Kilgore Road. Through
Howard Coghlan, of the Longview Chamber of Commerce, the society has
secured photographs of the early history of the East Texas Oil Fields.
In 1964, the officers of the Gregg County Historical and Genealogical
Society were:
Mrs. B. Franklin, Jr., President
Mrs. Paul B. Belding, Vice-President
Mrs. Mildred Thompson, Recording Secretary
Mrs. Frances Bristow, Corresponding Secretary and Tl'easurer

The Texas Gulf Historical Society was organized in Beaumont on November 9, 1964. This addition to the community of historical societies will
maintain its office in Beaumont and has announced its purpose to be the
study. compilation. and preservation of historical records of the Texas Gulf
region. The officers of the new organization are: Lipscomb Norvell, president; Tassie Polk Jones, vice-president; Mary Fletcher, secretaryj and
Albert Livesay, treasurer. The society plans to publish articles of historical significance in a semi-annual publication, the Record. For the direction of this publication a board of editors has been selected: Alyce
McWilliams, managing editor; Mary Lipscomb Reed, associate editor;
Andrew J. Johnson, associate editor. Besides Johnson three other mem-
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bers of the Lamar faculty have been appointed to the society's editorial
hoard: Dr. Ralph Wooster, Dr. Earl W. Farnell, and Dr. Paul Issac.
An initial project of the society will be the collection of biographic and
bibliographic information which is not presently available in the Texas
Gulf region. In the spring of 1965 the society plans to complete a bia~
graphic survey as well as bibliographic survey among its membership. In
the next two years, with cooperative assistance beyond Jefferson County, it
is hoped to direct such a project into a "Resea:rch Index of Historial Material of the Texas Gulf."
The newly appointed Anderson County Historical Survey Committee
consis'l;s of: Mrs. Johnnie McDonald Ballard, president; Joe Bailey Parker,
vice-president j Mrs. Harold Dietz, secretary; and Nian Thompson, treasurer.
Bonner Frizzell in reviewing the work of the committee stated that
medaBions have been secured for the Howard house, the Pilgrim Church at
Elkhart, and the Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Palestine. Frizzell
noted that approval had been given for marking sites in the county as the
Old Salt Works, the Mound-Prairie Institute, and for the rifle factory
which was used for making arms for the Confederacy.
The Committee also will study the possibility of marking the grave of
Cynthi(t Ann Parker, the old Elkhart Cemetery, the Ioni Post Office, the
house in Frankston where the sister of Colonel James W. Fannin lived,
and the old brush arbor at Brushy Creek.

The Camp County Historical Society has secul'ed a marker in memory
of John Lafayette Camp for whom the county was named. The marker
secured in 1964 is one and one-half miles north of Pittsburg on Highway
271.
Making use of the foundry which is still in use in Pittsburg a Mr. Cannon in 1902, built what he called the Ezekiel Airship. His biggest problem
was the plane would not fly.
Mrs. Floyd Berry is president of the Camp County Historical Society.

JaElper County not only has an Historical Survey Committee, but also
has an active archaeological society.
In llovember, 1964, the Jasper County Historical Survey Committee
met with the Newton County Historical Survey Committee to aid the Newton Committee in its organization. Tentative plans were made to organize a
Jasper-Newton County Historical Association.
In 1936, a Texas Centennial marker honoring Stephen Williams, an
Americun Revolutionary soldier, was placed on the Stephen Williams
homesite. The once well traveled Jasper-Belgrade road that went past the
Williams homesite has long since given way to the encroaching forest,
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but for many years the marker site could be approached from either the

Jasper·Newton road or the Jasper-Beaumont road.

These approaches,

however, for a number of years have become impassable.
The Temple Industries, present owners of the old Williams homesite,
either never knew or had forgotten the contributions of Stephen Williams
to American history and to Texas history. When appraised of the significance of the Williams marker, Garland Bridger, of Jasper, and Temple's
resident forester became interested and with the assistance of County
Commissioner Albert Snell, and the Temple Industries, the area around
the marker has been beautified and an all-weather road and a bridge
across Walnut Run Creek have made the Williams marker accessible from
either of the Jasper roads.
For many years it was believed that only one American Revolutionary
War soldier, Stephen Williams, was buried in Texas, and this grave is in
Jasper County. Wesley W. Felts, of Houston, after careful research has
established the fact, however, that Thomas C. Holmer, who is buried near
Farrsville in Newton County, was also an American ReVOlutionary War
soldier.
Interestingly enough both Williams and Holmes were born in North
Carolina, but Holmes enlisted in South Carolina and was an express rider
and private in Captain Ben Harrison's Company, First South Carolina
Regiment, commanded by Colonel C. Pinkney which was a part of the
command of General Francis Marion.
A bronze marker has been received for Holmes' grave but cannot be
placed on the grave at the present beo:ause the gra¥.e is accessible only in
dry weather.
The Hunt County Historical Society had as its 1964 theme, URelated
History with Adjacent Counties." Historians from Collin, Fannin, and
Hopkins counties were guest speakers. The Hunt County Historical Survey Committee has recommended the purchase (If markers for the graves
cf William Lane, the first Anglo-American born in Hunt County, and for
Mrs. Sallie P. Carlisle, who was the first woman to hold a public elective
office in Texas. The committee has also asked for a marker commemorating the fact that the Greenville Electric Light Plant, which was constructed in 1891, was the first municipally owned and operated light plant
in Texas.
Fletcher Warren is president of the Hunt County Historical Society.

The Montgomery County Historical Survey Committee has added
twenty-eight microfilms to the research center in the Montgomery County
Library. This completes the census of all counties in Texas for the 1850,
1860, and 1870 census, and includes the 1880 census of the counties which
surround Montgomery County. Among several books added to the library
is An Abstroct of the o'riginal Land Titles of Records in the General Land
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The Historical Society is actively preparing for the eleventh annual
Texas Treku to Anderson, in Grimes County, and to Montgomery in
Montgomery County for Sunday, April 25. This event has become more
popular each year and the two towns were hosts to some 1500 visitors in
1964. The Society hopes to have several publications (mimeographed)
ready for sale at the "Trek."

U

Mrs. Smith Owen, of Montgomery, is chairman of the Montgomery
County Historical Survey Committee.

With over 140 members and now entering into the seventh year ot
activity at Tyler, the Smith County Historical Society and Survey Com~
mittee continues its progress. Primary objectives for 1965 include the
publishing of Smith County history through the Society's semi-annually
inued magazine, Chronides of Smith CmJ-nty, and the assembly of Archives, properly catalogued and indexed.
The Fan, 1964, issue of Chronicles included articles on the court houses
of Smith County, Scrip Money of Smith County, The Dean Family History,
and other items. By use of lithography a special reprint of some rare
item is featured in each issue.
Programs held each month have been outstanding this past year. Pro·
gram subjects included: I<Smith County Schools-Then and Now," film of
the Virginia Civil War Commission titled, "Stonewall Jackson's Way,"
"Norwegians in East Texas," HOld Jimtown," ·"Postal History of East
Texas" and UEducators and Edifices in Tyler Schools." These meetings
are usually held in the Goodman House in Tyler, an ante-bellum structure
owned by the City of Tyler and housing the free Museum of the Society.
The guest register of this Museum shows an average of 1,000 visitors each
month with conducted tours of school-age groups a popular feature. Under direct sponsorship of the Junior League of Tyler, the Goodman House
has received a complete renovation and restoration which has brightened
the structure. Cost of this project to the Junior League exceeded $5,000.00.
A Medallion Plaque was awarded by the Society to commemorate this
outstanding home.
The Society sponsored a Photo Contest jointly with the Tyler Camera
Club with prizes yet to be announced to the winners, with all photographs
limited to old homes and other historical sites of Smith County. All photographs remain the property of the Society for Archive storage.
Microfilm rolls which have been donated to the Tyler Carnegie Library
have proved very valuable to researchers. In 1965 the Society's collection
which has already been catalogued also will be microfilmed for ready
access to the public.
James Wilkins, 1964 president of the Smith County Historical Society,
moved in 1965 to the Board of Directors for a three (3) year term, joining
Paul Lutz and Jack Greer on this Board. Wilkins was succeeded in the
presidency by Morris S. Burton for 1966. Howard Pollan was selected
as vice-president, Mary Jane McNama, secretary, and Colonel C. E.
Parker as treasurer. During 1964, this Society was recognized by
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the Internal Revenue Service as a non-profit educational organization
and this permits contributions to the Society to be deductible by donors,
and for bequests, legacies, transfers or gifts to either the Society or for
its use to be deductible for federal estate and gift tax purposes.

President Seth Walton, of the East Texas Historical Association, not
only is a faithful member of the Harrison County Historical Association,
but during his administrations, has represented the East Texas Association
at several important functions. One such function was a Naples on December 30, 1964, when a marker was dedicated in honor of Senator Morris Sheppard.
The Harrison County Historical Association held its November meeting
in the new sub~county courthouse in Waskom. The meeting was so well
attended that the society has decided to hold meetings in other communi~
ties of the county. The program at the Waskom meeting was arranged by
Mrs. Inez Hughes, of Marshall.
On December 19, 1964, the new Harrison County Courthouse was ofli~
cially opened. The main speaker was Dr. Howard C. Bennett, President
uf East Texas Baptist College. Dr. Bennett received much of his back~
ground information on the county courthouses of Harrison County from
Eugene Spruell, President of the Harrison County Historical Association.
The Society publishes the Harrison County Historical Herald.. The
December issue featured, with pictures, the different county courthouses.
This issue was completely sold out.

The Historiciil Survey Committee of Bowie County is interested in
marking Trammel's Trace. In the section of the East Texas Historical
Journal of October, 1964, called "East Texas Colloquy," Marion County is
shown as also being interested in charting this important trace. Harrison
and Rusk societies are also interested in Trammel 'B Trace.

The deed to the old Panola County jail has been presented to Miss Margie Neal by Mayor Drew Woods of Carthage as a site for a proposed Panola
County Museum. The creation of a county museum has been a long time
dream of Miss Neal and as the Dollas Morning News observed, with Miss
Neal's leadership the museum would soon become a fact.
The museum is sponsored by the Carthage Book Club which has served
Panola County in many ways. Miss Neal is a charter member of the club
and was the leader of many of its outstanding programs.
Because of Miss Neal's service to the county and to Texas and the
nation she has been elected lifetime chairman of the museum board.
Other museum officers are: Travis Williamson, Dean of Panola College,
pl'esident j Miss Bernice Lee Collins, corresponding secretary; and nan
Shaw, treasurer. The board of directors include: Rob Trimble, Tom Bank~
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head, Herman Jacobs, Dan Shaw, Judge Leroy LaSalle, Mrs. R. P. Ash,
Mrs. Sam Perlman, and Mrs. W. P. Owens.
The old jail was constructed in 1891 out of native brick, and is the

oldest publie building in the county.

Old Panola County Jail

The Cass County Historical Survey Committee has received a medallion
for the Smith-Hoyt-Young home in Atlanta. The committee is investigat·
ing other sites for th.e purpose of erecting historical markers.
Trammel's Trace across the county has been located, but not marked.

A meeting of Texas State Historical Committees representing sixteen
counties met in Jefferson, January 16, 1965. Mrs. Dan Lester is general
chairman of the sixteen county region. Judge D. H. Boone spoke on
·"Trammel's Trace Through East Texas." The county reports showed
'€nthusiasm, and indications are that the sixteen county district is better
-organized than in the past.
The Jessie Allen Wise Garden Club, of Jefferson, will hold its annual
historical pilgrimage April 30, May 1 and 2. Eight lovely old ante-bellum
homes will be open to visitors, and several of the old homes still contain
their original furniture. A parade sponsored by the J efierson Chamber
of Commerce, at 10:00 A.M., April 30, will officially open the pilgrimage~
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Downtown store windows will display century-old heirlooms and hostesses
dressed in ante-bellum costumes will greet the visitors.
The Excelsior House, which has been in cons.tant operation
1850's, the Jay Gould railroad car, the Jefferson museum, old
boat rides, and the Diamcnd Bess Murder Tri'.Ll, a play based on
murder and which will be given nightly during the pilgrimage,

since the
churches,
a famous
are other

attractions.
Interest in the objectives of the Tyler County Historical Society has
increased in the last two years. The society is attempting to locate the
historical sites in the county so that they may be properly marked, for
the benefit of the county residents, and for tourists.
Markers have been placed on the "Tolar Kitchen" which is now a part
of HHeritage Garden," and on the James Barclay house which is the oldest
house in Tyler County to have been lived in continuously by the descendants of the original builder.
A small park has been built and a. marker will be placed on the site
where the Alabama-Coushatta Indians lived in Tyler County before being
moved to the present reservation in Polk County. The park and marker
will be dedicated in the spring of 1965. A small park with a marker also
will be built on the site of Fort Teran.
Plans are being formulated by the Tyler County Historical Society to
sponsor its First Annual Historical Tour. The Historical Tour will be
held as a part of the Dogwood Festival which is ~lways on the last Saturday in March. Transportaiton will be furnished for the tour and
will include a visit to the Indian Ball Park Yard, the James Barclay
house, the Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation Museum, Fort Teran,
and the Clyde Gray Studio and uHeritage Garden." The tour will probably begin at the Allan Shivers Library. A box lunch will be available
and the tour will last about four hours.

Walker County Historical Survey Committee for 1965 consists of the
following:
James E. Farris
Chairman
1502 Avenue N

Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. L. B. Baldwin
Hwy. 19
Huntsville, Texas
Dr. Joseph L. Clark
1421 14th Street
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. Alton Farris
1707 11th Street
Huntsville, Texas

Mrs. A. E. Cunningham
Vice Chairman

1711 Pleasant
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. E. R. Berry
1109 Ave. K
Huntsville, Texas
Miss Mary Estil
1699 Block Ave. K
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. C. R. Hackney
P. O. Box 589
Huntsville, Texas
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Mrs. Joe Kirk
1502 22 Street
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. Thomas F. Richardson
2120 Avenue Q
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. W. T. Robinson
2222 Robinson Way
Huntsville) Texas
Dr. Feral Robinson
809 19th Street
Huntsville) Texas
Dr. Mac Woodward
2200 Robinson Way
Huntsville, Texas
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Mrs. Clyde Hall
1807 Ave. P
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. Earl Huffor
2027 Ave. Q
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. T. E. Humphrey
P. O. Box 870
Huntsville, Texas
Mr. Gibbs Vinson
1507 Avenue 0
Huntsville, Texas
Mrs. D. H. Fisher
1422 20,", Street
Huntsville, Texas

The James Haggard Chapter, Colonial Dames XVII Century of Nacogdoches, has planned its HSixth Annual Tour" of outstanding homes and
historic places for April 24 and 25. Hotel Fredonia will be tour headquarters, and tickets may be purchased at the hotel or from Mrs. Guy Blount,
707 North Street, Nacogdoches.

As a courtesy Stephen F. Austin State College is offering a tour of
the campus as the first feature of the Nacogdoches tour. Busses will leave
Hotel Fredonia at 8:30 and 10:30 Saturday morning for the two hour
tour of the campus. College history professors will serve as guides for
the tour and will point out interesting sites from the hotel to the campus.
The busses will stop briefly at interesting eampus buildings. Members
representing different sororities on the campus will ,serve as guides
through the new two million dollar Co1lege Center. An informal coffee
will be served in the Starlight Room in the College Center. Hostesses for
the coffee will be members of the Women's Faculty Club. The Paul S.
Boynton Library on the campus will be open Saturday, April 25, from
8 :00 A.M. to 1 :80 P.M.
Four historical sites will be included on the tour:
The Old Stone Fort is located on the Stephen F. Austin campus. Built
by Antonio Y'Barbo in the late 1870's, this building was restored by the
st.ate in 1936. In the restoration the original stone was used as much as
possible. The building is now used as a museum of early Texas history.
The old Nacogdoches University Building at Washington Square, now
the Nacogdoches High School campus, is the only building now standing
which was built by a university chartered by the Republic of Texas. The
building is being restored and furnished with furniture of the period.
Oak Grove Cemetery is located at Hospital and LaNana Streets almost
Many Texian heroes are buried here. Here
also are the graves of many prominent families of Nacogdoches and East
Texas.
in the center of Nacogdoches.

The Hoya Memorial Library is at LaNana and Pillar Streets. Built in
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1828 by Adolphus Sterne, Texian patriot and agent of the provisional
government, this home was the center of much political and social activity
during the Texas Revolution, the Texas Republic. and early statehood.
The house has been owned by only two families, the Sternes and the
Hoyas. The Sterne house was donated to the City of Nacogdoches on April
27, 1959, by the Hoya sisters, Mrs. L. B. Mast and Mrs. J. R. Gray, and
by J. R. Gray. The house is attractively furnished with antique furniture,
and Hoya family possessions. It is now known as the Hoya Memorial
Library and is also used as a museum. This house is one of the historic
places in Nacogdoches that is shown annually on the tour of homes.
Among the modern homes shown on the tour is the B. F. Gray home,
605 Sarah Ann Street. This home will be converted into a veritable museum for the display of the Gray collection of rare and unusual articles
which have been gathered from countries around the world. There are
particularly interesting items from Holland, France, Israel, Lebanon, India,
and from different states in Africa. Sketches and moving pictures of
these countries will be shown and the Grays will wear the costume of the
Arab of the Holy Land.

H oya Memorial Library
Other Nacogdoches homes on the tour are:
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton King, 1618 E. Main Street. This
home is completely furnished with fine antiques. Many of the pieces are
most unique in quality.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Wright, 1123 S. Fredonia Street.

This
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home is spacious with soft glowing colors in gold tones complementing
modern furnishings. The house sits back at the foot of a terraced hill
~mong many flowering trees and shrubs.
The home of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wright, 1215 Wright Drive. This is a
ranch-style home built of white mason brick. The interior is formal in its
furnishing and color of gold and white. Glass walls overlook the garden.
The Southern Colonial house built by Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Jones near
Lilbert is surrounded by the most beautiful scenic view imaginable. It is
built of antique brick and its interior is built of white treated native pine.
This is a two-story house with many rooms and sliding glass walls which
enable one to enjoy the countryside.
Bateswood, home of Colonel and Mrs. W. B. Bates of Houston, will be
cpen only on Sunday afternoon, April 25th.

Bateswood

The spring meeting of the East Texas Historical Association will be
held at the Tyler Junior College, March 20, 1965.
There are many Important historical sites in and around Tyler. The
Goodman Museum, 624 North Broadway, was pm'chased for a home by
Doctor Samuel A. Goodman on October 29, 1866. On December 16, 1872,
Doctor Samuel A. Goodman transferred the property to his son, Doctor
W. J. Goodman. Sallie, one of the four children of Doctor W. J. Goodman
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married James Hutcheson LeGrand in 1893. Mrs. LeGrand on her death
in 1939 willed the Goodman house and its furnishings to the City of Tyler.
The furnishings are as interesting as the house. In addition to the many
Goodman family pieces the Smith County Historical Society has placed
its collection in the Goodman Museum.

The Good'll'Uln Museum

Camp Ford was the largest prisoner of war camp for Union soldiers
Named in honor of the famous Colonel
John S. (Rip) Ford, the camp at oDe time contained approximately 4700
federals. It also served as a prison for Confederate deserters, northern
west of the Mississippi River.

sympathizers, and individuals accused of being spies.

The prisoners made their own shelter, hence the type of shelter varied
from brush arbors to log cabins.
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The Dewberry House is located about 16 miles southwest of Tyler in
Smith County near the historic Neches Saline. Built in 1854 by John
Dewberry, it is the only two story ante-bellum house still standing in the
('.ounty. Dewberry, ODe of the five commissioners named by the legislature
to locate the town of Tyler, was the largest slave owner in the county.
The house has been the subject of considerable architectural interest and is
regarded as one of the most authentic East Texas plantation houses of
the period.

Dewberry House

Tyler Junior College was established in 1926 as a part of the Tyler
Public School system, and the college classes were held in Tyler High
School buildings. The college operated under this plan until September 1,
1946. On November 13, 1945, the voters established a new independent
Tyler Junior College District and authorized a bond issue for the erection
of a new college plant thus separating the college from the public schools.
The enrollment of the college has increased from the original enrollment
of 200 to more than 2000 students. The college physical plant consists of
nine buildings.
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Tyler has the nation's largest rose gardens which consist of some 35.000
l"Ose bushes and Tyler is the largest rose growing area in the world.
The Tyler Rose Festival is held the third week in each October in Tyler.

Tyler Munidpal Rose Garden

The second annual meeting of the East Texas Historical Association
wa.s held in Nacogdoches, October 10, 1964. Professor Robert W. Glover of
Tyler Junior College was program chairman and presided over the morning
sessions.

The following papers were read:
"History of Caddo Lake" by Frank (Dixie) Smith of Tyler:

UEast Texans in Hood's Texas Brigade" by Colonel Harold B.
Simpson of Hill Junior Collegej
"East Texas Folklore and Music" by Professor F. E. Abernathy
of Lamar College of Technology.
President F. I. Tucker presided at the luncheon and at the business
session. The luncheon speaker, R. Henderson Shuffler, Director of Texana
at the University of Texas, read a paper, "A New Look at Our Texas
Heritage."
Robert W. Glover also presided over an afternoon panel discussion in
which Judge Lester N. Fitzhugh of Dallas, Professor Seth Walton of East
Texas Baptist College, and Professor Archie McDonald of Stephen F. Austin
State College discussed "Suggested Research Topics in East Texas History
and Possible Sources."
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BOOK REVIEWS
"The Lone Star Defenders, A Chronicle of the Third Texas Cavalry, Ross t
Brigade. By S. B. Barron of the Third Texas Cavalry. The Neale
Publishing Company, New York and Washington, 1908. A complete
facsimile from the press of W. M-. Morrison, Waco, Texas, 1964. $10.00.
The title of this book is the fanciful name chosen for themselves by
members of Company C of the Third Texas Cavalry when it was organized
in 1861. It seems a little strange now that the only two complete and
sustained narratives of the exploits and experiences of the famous ConfE'derate military unit known as Ross's Texas Brigade were written by
members of' the same regiment, but such is the case.
The account by Victor M. Rose of Company A was published in 1881,
and in 1908 S. B. Barron published his recollections of the same actions
and events. The author, first a third sergeant and later a lieutenant, was
a member of Company C.
Since Barron wrote these recollections at the insistence of his family,
one would expect them to be largely personal, as indeed they are. What
he has to say about his adventures is what a father and grandfather
would suppose to be interesting to members of his family. His narrative
concerns what he saw, whom he met, what happened to him. He makes
no attempt to explain strategy, nor does he concern himself with whys
and wherefores of success and failure. The Lone Star Defenders is first
of all S. B. Barron's story of the Civil War. The stories of the Third
Texas Cavalry Regiment and of Ross's Texas Brigade are more or less
incidental.
If one is especially interested in this gallant brigade or in the Civil
'Var as it was fought south and west of Virginia, he might study Barron's
~tory along with Victor Rose's book and Bearss's Decision in Mississippi.
Taken together, the three give as fair and objective a picture of the brigade's part in the struggle as his emotions will allow.

The Morrison Press is to be commended for making available again
Barron's rare book. This reviewe-r would have preferred a less complete
facsimile, for the reprint of The Lone Star Defenders, like the original
edition, has no index.
MRS. CHARLES MARTIN

Kirbyville, Texas

Heroes of Te~as, Featuring Oil Portraits From The Summerfield G. Roberts Collection. Introduction by Evelyn Oppenheimer. Waco (Texian
Press), Texas, 1964. 142 pp. Illustrations. $10.
"They call me a folklorist, but I am not a scientific folklorist. After I
have heard a good story, I do all I can to improve it." Thus in his Dedi-
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cation to J. Frank Dobie does Paul A. Loftin quote the Venerable Southwesterner and inadvertently set a standard for the essayists who have
contributed to this collection. Each of them is an accompJished author and
they have written here about Texas' greatest heroes. As H. Bailey Carroll
points out in his essay on David Crockett, "Texans have chosen to regard
its defenders as heroes and, as such, have bestowed immorality upon
them." And what can you do with immortals except retell the best known
aspects of their careers? This much is ably and competently done by a
galaxy of southwestern writers which includes, in addition to Carroll,
James M. Day (Ben Milam), J. Frank Dobie (James Bowie), Joe B.
Frantz (William Barret Travis), Llerena Friend (Sam Houston), Joseph
Milton Nance (James W. Fannin), Ben Proctor (James Butler Bonham),
Rupert N. Richardson (Stephen F. Austin), and Dorman H. Winfrey
(Mirabeau B. Lamar). Each essay is preceded by a full page color portrait of the subject.
As is necessarily the case in collective efforts the quality of these
I?'ssays varies. Dobie's is probably the most interesting and Frantz's is
(.asHy the most provocative, especially in his comments about how Travis
came to be involved in the Texan's troubles. The essay on Crockett is less
lively than the others and this is accentuated because he is traditionally
the most human of this cast of characters. All are limited by their brevity
and are not to be considered as biographies since they deal principally
with the "Texas years" of these men, who, without exception, were originally from other states and territories. Probably they would not provide
much introductory information but they are excellent reviews and are well
worth while. Even after one has read a full biography such as Eugene
Barker's life of Austin these essays will still be entertaining.
The selection of the nine subjects was made as long ago as 1917 when
Maury Maverick, Sr. and Dewey Bradford were Sigma Chi fraternity
brothers at the University of Texas. Lamenting that there was no central
depository of Texas portraiture, they enjoyed the pleasant diversion of
evaluating and selecting the nine men who they thought most deserved to
be honored as a "Hero" and to have his portrait displayed in this official
capacity. After much argument and agonizing sacrifice they settled on
the nine who are presented here. Bradford later returned to the project
with the idea that the portraits, when painted, should be historically accurate. That is, they should portray the subjects as they actually looked
to contemporaries when they were performing the historical acts that we
!"ead about in narratives. Hair color, eye color and slant, nose formation,
size of ears, build of physique, and countless other aspects were traced.
down through various sources. Portraits (many of them inaccurate), deRCriptions in letters, diaries and newspapers, and in the case of Houston
who lived until the age of photography even crude pictures, were examined
and evaluated. When this was done Charles B. Normann was contracted
to do the actual painting. The original portraits are 24 x 28 inches and
are presented in oval frames of pre-Civil War design of carved gum. Due
to the generosity of their owner, Summerfield G. Roberts, a collector of
Texas art objects, they are presently featured in the State Archives and
Library Building in Austin. These portraits are the real heroes of this
volume. Before they were placed in their peramnent home they were
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taken on a state-~"ide tour. For those who did not have the opportunity to
view them then or who want to study them more closely, here is an excellent opportunity to indulge this form of appreciation. For all those who
are interested in the revolutionary and republican era of Texas history,
t.his will prove an arresting and enjoyable book. Since it is also the last
book and the last project in which J. Frank Dobie had a part the dedication to him is not merely appropriate, it is hardly enough.
ARCHIE P. McDONALD

Stephen F. Austin State College

Orceneth Fisher. Sketches of Texa8 in 1840
by the Texian Press, 1964. 64 pages.

Waco, Texas: Reprint

Arthur Ikin. Texas: Its History, Topography, Agriculture, Commerce, aM
General Statistics. To Which Iff Added, A Copy of the Treaty of Commerce Entered Inro by the Republic of Texa8 and Great Britain. Waco,
Texas: Reprint by the Texian Press, 1964. 100 pages.
George Bonnell. Topographical Description of Texas. To Which Is Added,
An Account of the Indian Tribes. Waco, Texas: Reprint by the Texian
Press, 1964. 150 pages.
Of interest to enthusiasts of Texas history should be three 1964 publi.
cations of the Texian Press which were originally published in 1840 and
1841. SketcMs of Texas in 1840 by Orceneth Fisher, who distinguished
himself as the pastor of numerous East Texas Methodist churches, was
published after the author had spent only one year in Texas. Despite his
hrief initial visit to the Republic, Fisher was able to include much valuable
information in the work. The book contains a general description of the
Republic's topography and discussions on the waters, towns, government,
commercial advantages, religions, animals, and people of Texas. Of special interest to the East Texan would be Fisher's comments on the pines
of that section, the intelligence and moral fiber of the young nation's
citizens, and the best entry into Texas, which would take one to Rodney
on the Mississippi, to Natchitoches, across the Sabine and on to San
Augustine. Other topics of interest are also included in this book which
was written by one quite impressed through his first visit to Texas.
George Ikin, the Texan Consul at London, was a British subject with
both a personal and national interest in Texas. His work was designed
to Hl'Ve as an aid to potential immigrants to Texas and to England's merchants. As indicated in the title, the work has chapters on the history,
topography, agriculture, commerce, and general statistics of Texas. Ikin
acknowledged that his study was not as valuable as WiHiam Kennedy's
Rise, Progress, and Prospects of Texas. This contention was correct, but
as many did not have the leisure time to read Kennedy's more extensive
study, it was this brevity that made Ikin's book beneficial. The book was
written more froin the perspective of an Englishman than a Texan, and
one interested in the relations between England and Texas might find some
of Ikin's opinions interesting.
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George Bonnell, a soldier in the Texas Revolution and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs under Sam Houston, wrote the most important of
these three studies. One hundred and sixteen pages of his book were devoted to the topography of Texas. The author approached the topic by
describing the country surrounding the bays, rivers, and tributaries from
Sabine Bay to the Rio Grande and northward to the Red River. Topographical Description of Te;r:(LS also contained statements of advice to P08~
sible immigrants, comments on the government and the status of the free
Negro in Texas, and a complete section on the Indians of Texas. Bonnell
stated his opinions of the various Indian tribes and mentioned in limited
detail various conflicts with the Indian.
Much of the information of these books can be located in more extensive
studies, such as Kennedy's Rise, Progress, a.nd PrQspects of Texas. This,
however, does not imply that the books do not have value to today's student
of Texas and its history. All three books can give to the reader insight
into the mind of yesterday and aid one in determining what type of Jiter~
f!.ture helped lure settlers to Texas.
James M. Day, who wrote the introductions to each of the works, is to
be commended for his brief but informative sketches of the authors. Too,
by publishing these rare works (only three copies of Fisher's book and
nine copies of Ikin's work are known to be in existence) the Texian Press
has engaged in a public service and should be praised for such.

J. BROPHY
Stephen F. Austin State College

WILLIAM
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EAST TEXAS COLLOQUY
The question has been asked what can a layman do to encourage historical research ~
Judge Lester N. Fitzhugh, of Dallas, suggests that the greatest service
laymen can render to historical research is to find source material, such as
diaries, collections of letters, manuscripts, all sorts of collections, and see
that such materials are stored in fireproof buildings. This enables both
the layman and the professional historian access to valuable documents.
Some very valuable collections are destroyed each year by accidental
fire, and after the death of an individual, valuable papers are sometimes
burned or divided among heirS.

Where papers ar€ scattered they lOBe

much of their value to the researcher.

What are some suitable East Texas research topics?
Professor Archie McDonald of Stephen F. Austin State College in
answering this question says: Although a native East Texan, I have lived
the last few years in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and Murray, ,Kentucky, and
my academic training has been directed toward a study of Virginia during
the Civil War. It would therefore be presumptuous for me to suggest a
lengthy list of research topics, half too general and half redundant. Spe~
cific suggestions ought to come from my colleagues, whose residence and
interest in the area and in the field I assume to have been uninterrupted.
During my residence in other states I was aware of local historical
activities, and perhaps some of the things that others are doing will be
of interest to you. For example, groups were observed in custodial duties
at historical shrines and preservation sites, others were collecting and some
publishing historical documents, and still others were commemorating by
re-enactment, monument, and area celebrations of centennial anniversaries.
A few examples of these activities win perhaps give you an idea for
a local marker or commemorations, or provide incentive for the collection
a.nd deposit of significant documents.
Near Nashville, Tennessee, the Ladies Hermitage Association cares for
the Hermitage, the residence and burial place of Andrew Jackson, much
a15 the Daughters of the Republic of Texas were caring for the Alamo when
last I visited the Chapel. Largely through their efforts this historical
landmark of national importance was rescued and is maintained with affectionate solicitude.
In Williamsburg, Virginia, with finances coming largely from John D.
Rockefeller, Jr., the historical old Capitol of Virginia, oldest and largest
of England's thirteen continental colonies, has been restored faithfully to
it::! eighteenth century appearance.
Area histories of important local events, or of area participation in na~
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tional events, are actively being written. For example, Marshall Dial both
wrote and published The Bootheel Swamp Struggle (Lilbourn, Missouri,
1961), a sixty-one page history of the Civil War in his home county.
In Louisiana, the Civil War Centennial Commission, under the leaderf:lhip of Vice-chairman T. Harry Williams, has been actively supporting
the publication of aids to scholarship and finished manuscripts. Their two
major undertakings, John D. Winters' Civil War in Louisiana and the Port
Hunsan Campaign, by O. Edward Cunningham, were published by the
Louisiana State University Press in 1963. Both are of significance to
their area and to the larger story of the Civil War. In addition to these
two volumes, the Commission has published "Louisiana in the Civil Wart. bibliography," compiled under the direction of Edith T. Atkinson of the
Louisiana State Library; "Four Louisiana Civil War Stores," by Charles
East, Maude Gallman Brown, Cora R. Schley, and Sam Mimsj "Louisiana
Commemorates the Civil War," by T. Harry Williams, and "The Civil War
in Louisiana-A Chronology," by Williams and A. Otis Hebert, Jr.
In Kentucky, the Kentucky Historical Society has published Civil War
Engagements, Skirmishes, Etc., in Kentucky, 1861~65, by G. Glenn Clift.
The above are offered as examples of what others have done, and may
be of some inspiration. Probably, however, many of them will be too am·
bitious in the absence of society or commission underwriting. But here
are a few examples that are a little less demanding, and certainly more
human. Dear to the heart of south Louisianians is the tragically romantic
story of Evangeline, who lost her lover in the distress of population dispersal during the French and Indian War. Leona Martin Guirard of St.
Martinsville has written of her home town and its most prominent remem·
brance in "St. Martinsville, the Land of Evangeline in Picture Story," and
she has written with pride and feeling. No less love has been expressed
by Dorothy Reese in her "History of Iron County (Mo.) ," written for the
Centennial celebration in 1957. The monument erected by Iron countians
on the courthouse square is touching and has superior literary quality for
its type: "To all who have Walked Before us in these our Native HillsTo their Vision Faith and Courage which Have Made Our Progress Possible-To the Firm Resolve that we of a New Century Shall Ever Strive
to be Worthy of Them-To that end that Such as these Shall Never DieThis Memorial is in Reverence Dedicated." The lessons and truths con~
tained within thes~ words are applicable to us all.
With equal devotion and for a clearer purpose, the citizens of Franklin~
ton, Washington Parish, Louisiana, erected the followIng dedication to
lawfulness: "To the Sacred Memory of WiIeyPierce, Born January 10,
1882 Robert Wesley Crain, Born August 16, 1886 Both Murdered March
8, 1923 Two Native born sons of Washington Parish, True and Loyal
Citizens, Officers of the law, were foully shot to death while in the per-formance of a dangerous duty, and their bodies brutally tramped into the
mud of Betsy's Creek Swamp by illicit Distillers of 'Moonshine' whiskey.
LEST WE FORGET."
The humor that the modern might find in a tragedy of 1923 does not
cloud the merit of commemoration, remembrance, and the taking of renewed dedication of the future from the successes and failures of the past.
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There is much that the East Texan can do to recall his past, and he
can do it in such a way as to leave a permanent reminder for others. If
you have family or business records of historical significance, deposit them
in a suitable library in order that they may be properly preserved, catalogued and advertised for the use of scholars. Institutional histories for
given areas, where appropriate, would also be valuable. Business histories,
such as the local broiler industry, with its related feed and fertilizer interests, would be significant. Oil, gas, and pipe lines, which commands so
much of the modern Texan's interest, is an obviously lucrative and virtually untapped area for research. Timber, or lumber, with its related
saw mills and paper activities, constitutes another rich claim. Histories
I)f businesses, which is of course related but is specifically quite another
thing, if it is to be done should be begun now while many of the pioneers
and their first generation descendants still live and are able to give priceless oral evidence.
j

Finally, the Association might consider, when it is able to do so, the
granting of prizes or small research fellowships to deserving accomplishments and projects. Obviously you would not wish to begin as ambitiously
as the American Association for State and Local History, which last year
awarded its $1,000 prize to Richard Beale Davis for his Intellectual Life
in Jefferson's Virginia, published by the University of North Carolina
Press. But small financial assistance, say up to $25 or $50 for travel,
photo-eopying, micro-filming or typing, would be of significance within the
limited geographic area. Prizes might, but need not, carry financial
awards. Recognition of a job well done, plus the zest of competition, would
be sufficient reward.

Professor Seth Walton, of East Texas Baptist College, suggests that
the courthouse records of each county should be catalogued and this information printed in the East Texas Historical Journal. Professor Walton
Juggested the following Civil War topics as worthy of research:
1. Ministers J attitude toward the war, their role at home and in the

armed forces, 1861-1865.
2. Establishment of Texas war industries, 1861~1865: Where were they
located and why were they not used after the war'?
3. Extent and volume of the Mexican trade with Texas and the Can·
federacy.
4. Location of military depots and supply centers in Texas, 1861-65.
5. The role and function of the Trans-Mississippi Department.
6. Military history of the various sub-districts representing military
mand areas in Texas, 1861-1965.
7. Financial or Fiscal policy of Texas, 1861-1865.
8. Cotton regulations and the Texas Cotton Board.
9. Disloyalty in Texas or Union Sympathy in Texas, 1861-1865.

com~
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10. Military and political powers granted to General Kirby Smith.

n.

Suppressment of goods and labor during the war, 1861·1866.

12. Size, scope and nature of blockade running in and out of East Texas
points, 1861-1865.
13. Military operations of East Texas units in the campaigns of the
Trans-Mississippi West.
14. Biographies of leading Confederate military and civil leaders, 18611865.

15. Gubernatorial powers during the War, 1861·1866.

.16. Texas State government and its relations with the Confederate States
Government: Agreement and disagreement.
17.

State government in Texas, 1861-1865.

18.

Texas State and local government, 1861-1865.

19. The role and funetion of the County Supervisors in Texas, 1861-1865.
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IN MEMORIAM
SAMUEL L. EVANS

The officers and directors and all members of the East Texas Historical
Association were saddened by tke 1088 of Samuel L. Evans who died at 1 :15
P.M., November ~O, 1964, in the M. D. Anderson Hospital in Houston. Sam
Evans had been an energetic agent in the founding of the East Te:ras
Hiswrico.l A ••ocio.tion and IuuI served fo.ithfuUy and weU o.s 0. membe,. of
the Bo....d of Di,.ectcr•.
Born at Deport, Texas on March 8, 19~1, Sam attended Texas schools,
receiving his B.A. f,.om Teo:o.s A and M in 194! and his M.A. (1955) and
Ph.D. (1960) from the Unive,..ity of Te~o.s.
In 1942 during World War II Sam entered military service as a reguJa.r
army officer and served for ten yoo/1"8 in that capacity. In 1959 he accepted 0. faculty position at Lamar State CoUege of Technology at Beo.umont, Texas, where he r08e to the rank of associate professor.
Sam was a member of Phi Alpha Theta, the Tezas State Historical
Association, Southern Historical Association, Mississippi Valley Historical
Association, Agricultural History Society, in addition to his work with
the East Texas Historical Association.
At the time of his death, Sam was forty-three years old. He had been
residing at 9r5 Boyd, Beaumont, Texas. Funeral services were held in
Beaumont on November fl, and he was buried in the town of his birth.
Deport, Texas on Nove.mber II, 1964.
Words cannot expreS8 our hea.rtfelt appreciation for Sam EvaM, for
his friendship, inspiration and work. We Me grateful for having known
him.
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